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(a) 
A 
Juſt and Neceſſarie 

 APOLOGIE. 5 


HE eryme of Hereſy none cnght patiently ts 

dure, ſaid hs re 4 — le. to 
without cauſe: For yybereas it other a= Dammab, 
cufations, eytber « mans goods, or good bx 
i- * names os bodily life, atibe mott , ie in- »-74% 
dangered 3 lo this , the life of the ſoul (which faith is) ! 
comemeth in queſtion. 

But wel it is for the ſervants of Ieſus Chriſt, that they » 
have bim 5 Lord , and Saviour) for their * 
Indge : by whoſe alone judgement (norwithRandiog af 
mens prejudices) they hal tend , or fall for ever. And f 
if avy others avy where, ſurely 1, and they with me 
have need to get this divine comfort deeplie printed is 
our bearts ; whoſe profeſſion gives occaſion to many. av 
doth our eondition liberty unto all , io ſpare no ſevert- 
| tieofcenſurey 


us. 
Four ſorts of beavie friends we bave found. aud felt in 
ſorrowfullexperi whereſoever we have become. The 


fri whereof is the unballowed multitude, who living 
without Godin the world ; and walking rbemfſefves 
perverſly,and in thaworkes of Jarknes,caonct but hare , , f. 
as the ligbe ĩt ſelf, ſo all thoſe, bo bave received grace 
„God, te walke therein with good conſcience, And as 
the Apoſtles in their dayes were every where moſt vexed 
With the batred of the dobeleeving levees , their own 
eountrymen 3 ſoare we dy the like of ours like myrded; 
Of whom whilſt the moſt do went tbeir cougtrie 'for 
eauſes ſo ynlike unto ours , no marveyl t be” 
| no better concurrance of eber affe ction. or de des 


tweed us. | 
| + who are enamo 
| _ The ſocoodivoſibem , who ered on thee 
bo! byteriall . 
b 3 we dani” vet 


and bow great waves ofaffliftionare 
od power? Demetrius 


„„ , 
-- mY ) L 18 — 
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to the Apoſtle Paul ( oppoing bimlelſe to the MajeNie 
of Diana. and tbeit profit witball ) the moſt infeſtueus. 
And bo wil marvail,if we oothing obſequious to the 
Hierarchicall Diana(in ber ſelf,magnificent enongh,and 
enough adrantageable voto bers) be abominable unto 
this kinde of people, abo ve al otbers,even Atbeiſts, Pa- 
piſts,and moit flagitious perſons notexcepted . wbom 
they have devout enough , aud over. unto that Goddeſſe, 

A ttird kinde is of thoſe , who ſo ſervily inbondage 
themſelves, and their copiciences, eirber to the edits of 
Princes,or to y determinations of certaine doctors, ot to 
both theſe jointly , as that they think nothing wel done 
in caſe of Religion, which eyther theſe teach not, ot they 
command not; and on the other fide , almob avy thing 
warrantable, which is commended by the one of them, 
or commanded by the otber. And as of theſe ſome are 
ſo tranſported with waſpiſh zeale , as they can ſcarcely 
without a fit ofan ague eytberſpeak rogorgbink of him, 
who a licle fleps out of their troadſo othtrs of them are 
ſo cuaniog.and wore ſo wel bow to make their market, 
that though they be indeed almoſt like myoded with 
v5 in al thiggt yet do they vehement ly aFe@ unchriftian 
emovicie b ust becauſe tbey themſelves judge us ſo 
deſeqving;but orbers, wv bom therein they thiok ira poyor 
of their wiſdom to gratifie. | 

Thi fourth,aod laſt ſorte are they , bo * 
dalitie gad ligbtoes of belief, bave tbeir ears vpen to the 
Ga'ſe , ad ſeigned.ſaggetions of Nande 
Tacſe neo a they ate oygrgood, a 
the evil, and ivjurioug, ut hm ibey gi 
become iu j utious themaſelves to tbe 
though io truth it be t 


whom they put in beart to go boldy on 
the inoocent, whilſt tbeyknow, where to fd 
for their landers , as do theeves for tbeit flo 
Now, alaſſe, what ſuſhci ent 22 of - * 
we( poore le ) to oppoſe doto the . 
—. 2 advetlat ie? vio * 
200 wal)our conſcience before God, aod nen(fo iN 
bumaio frailtie wil permit )is put, & une yded . 
thive equanimitie joyned with wiſdom { godly 


cult Reader: ) for whole cauſe we have praned-acd 
ye 


— wy 
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; thing in it ſelf inſily deſerpe batred. By this we doear- agarnſt rhe 
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publiſhed this our juſt, and nece ſſatie defence leſt being 
circumvented by prejudice , thou mayſt bappen to hate 

that whereof thew art ignorant + then which nothing in ; 
Tertullians judgment , 1: mere wninſt , wo not theugh the Tertullian 


neſtly cravestbac (at tbou ſafely mayſt , ſo) thou wilſt Genwmles, 

ingenuoufly paſſe ſentence upod us, & our profeflion,and 

not by y unſavourie te por tet either in word, or writings 

of our adverſaries whomſoever: who do mult coinmon- 

ly take libertie ro ſuggeſt againſt us(voderliogs, ) net * 

what in truth and conſcience tbey ſhould ; but what ey- 

ther fame reporterh,or ignorance ſuſpeReth , or mallice 

loventeth, or proud contempt deems ſuitieg witb'our 

weanede and fimplicitie. 

Two opprobries (amongſt others infinite)have beene 

of late by ouradverſaries caſt vpon vazby which we are 

not onely occafioned, but after a ſorte uece ſſitated to the 

publiſhing oftbis our Apologie: left by not refuting ſuch 

erimmations( ſo great . and grizuous ) we ſhould /eeme to 

«c q crore as Cyprian ſpeakerb. The former Cypr; 

by ſome of thoſe, who in our owne countrie , are tepu- track. cond, 

ted tbe chi-f Maſters and Patrons botbof Kelipion and Dame. 

truth-by whon#therebaib been. not a flying bteit ſpread 

awongſt the multirudezbur x ſolemn accuſation to them 
io ſpecial autboriile, framed againſt s: Fut, that 
we(lewd Browniſts) do tefaſe ad teſect ove of tbe Sa« 
craments ſecondly , that we have amongt us ag ecclefi- 
aſticall winiſtrie, but doe give libertie to everie inechanie 
cal perſon to preach publiquely io the church. Third!ys ©.” 
that we are inerrourabour the verie Trinitie. Fourth'y 
and laſtly . that being become ſo odiousto the mf 
ſirates kere,as that we are by violence to bedriven the” 
countrie, we are row conſtrayned to ſeek ſome others 
avd farre part of the world to let le in. 

The otber contumelie is in a Duch Rhime without 
name. framed it may be, (aod as common comes to 
paſſe bet Mees the cup and ihe wat as ſayth tbe proverb. 
This balad-maker cowptyng the received religion is 
the Dutch churches to & tree: . + Yectaries in the countrie 
(of which be namerb mor a few ) to cerrayn beaſts en- * 
deavouring ibis rrees ruive, and overthrow , likens che 
Browniſts to a little worm,gaawing at the roo: thereof; 
and not having leſſe wil, hu lefſe power to burte,then 
fhe refidue,Wee areiodeed wormes and nat men « the re- Tal- i 
proach of men,and derpiſtd of the people , whom high and 44,95 
low.aod al that wil way without davoger , iread,and 
trample under fect. 

But to give thee ſaziafaRtion(Chriftian and indiferent 

k A3 Rehder! 
= 
Ss | > 
SD 


AT.157, 


. 
of Confeſl, 
of _ 
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Reader) whoſerver thou art , that chuſeſt ratber to take 
knowledge of wens innocencie , then to cobdemu the 
ſame unknown;and tbatir may appear unto thee , bow 
alike unboneR our adverſaries are in their accuſations» 
though of unlike condition in ibemſelves , We do ptoſe ſſe 
beſore God and men . that ſuch is our accord in the caſe 
of religion, with the Duch reformed churcher,as that we 
are ready to ſubſcribe to all, and everie article of faith 
in the ſame chu ch. es they are layd down in the Harme- 
me of Confe/c10ns offayth, publiſhed in tbeit name : one 
onely particle (and the ſame not of the greateſt weight) 
in the fixth Article, touching the Scriptures, belng couve- 
niently interpreted, and conformably to it ſelf, and tbe 
tenerall judgment of the learned among them. 

The ſcope of the Article is, (43 appeares in y margent) 
to diſtioęeiſh between the books Canonical, and Apecry- 
phall, as they are called, Touchiog which Apocrypball 
worwirhſtarding it is judged , and affirmed , that they 
may be read in the Church. Which if it be meant of their 
— reading by the members of the church, we wil- 

thy aJeor. if of publick, paſtorall , and ecclefiaſticall 
reading, we ate indeed orberwiſe myoded neirber ad- 
wit we any otber book to digeitie in the chureb,tben 
ſuch at were penned by the Holy even of Tod mooted by the 
Ney Ghoſt. 2 Pet. 1 2. And as the Apoſtle lames tefti. 
fied of the Towers , that they had Moſer read in the Syng- 
Logue ever Sabbath day: fo we think it ſufficient for the 
Chritftias aſſemblyes, that with Moſes Chrift.ther is, the 
books of the new teſtament be joyned with the old, aud 
they alone be read. 

' Neither need we ſeek further, ot for otber arguments 
to corfirme our opinion, then the article it (elf af- 
forderh us . The words thereof are theſe + 

Mergoper, we put 4 difference between the Holy writing: 

C& theſe which they calAporryphal.to wit. ſo as the Apecry- 

halt may indeed be read in the church, & that it may be 

full e take in ruftions from them. ſo far for th. as they 
agree with the canonical books: but ſuch at no hand i their 

antheritit, or fre, that wpon their teſiymeonte any d 
Airineoff faith , and Chriſtian Religion may be founded, 
much leſe that they haue forge to infringe, ir weaken the 
ert anthoritie, 


And firit, If the Apocryphal beoks be publiquely read, 


in the Church, ai we'll as (be Canonical, the difference 
which io word is profeiſed, feems iodeed by this ſo te- 
ding tbem, to be taken away: fince the felfe ſame reli- 
Tous act ( viz. publique reading ) is performed about 

one and other, although set altogetbet te ihe fare 


tud. 


— — 
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md. Audif publique reading of tbe Canonica! Seri p- 
tures be commanded of God in bis worſhip, either the 
reading of theſe Apocrypha books is a parte of Gods 
worſhip alſo,( which the Belgick Churches do not be- 
leeve-) or elsthey muſt be uolawfdlil to be trad pub- 
l'quely in the Church, eſpecially comming togeiber for 
that onely end of worſhipping God. Publiquely, I ſay; 
for the private reading of them, as of other books, comes 
not wnder the reſpett of worſhip properly . but of an act, 
and exerciſe preparative unto worlhip : as both LW 
versand Divines ſpeak. 

Secondly .io this verie Article,the Canonical! bookes, 
as oppoſed to rh» Apocrypoall , are called boly writing: . 
The Apocryphal then are not boly.,as not being ballogrd 
to this end, that is not commanded of God io the holy 
wririegt.of the Prophets, tod Apoſtles. Now what 
bave the boly afſemblies te do, eſpecially conver:ing,and 
meeting togeth-r for the folemn worm p of God, and 
exercifhiig themſelves in the fame, with books not boly, 
that is,not La'lowed , or iojoyned of God, for bis moſt 
holy (ſervice ? 

Thirdly ſeeing theſe books are Apocryphal , that is, 
hidden, and concealed their verie name inty put them 
in minde of their duetie in ceacraling tbemfſelves Mi- big 
the vaile of privacie. And ſurely no frellimmodeſtie it 
is in them, wbich ougbrte containthemfelverio private 
ule,and interrei nment, rbus bould!y to pteſſe into pub» 
lique 2Cemblic. They muſt therefore chinge either 
their names, or their manners; as womes by their ſex, 
ſo they by their name wellexpretſiogtbeir nacure, are 
indibired all libertie of ſpeaking unde church. 

I adde , and conclude, ont of our counrrie-man 
Maſter Broughton , that thoſe Apocrypball bookes 
areſoftuF-d with tr les. fables. lyes and ſuperſtitions 
of all ſorts, tbat the midle place between the old 2 
new Teſtament y as il becomes them, as it would dos 
Turkiſh Nave,ant leaper,berween two tbe noble fin; 
ces of all Europe. 2» 4 

But to return whence I digrefſe4- Seing that (p- 
pears in the preface) J in-ention of 5 Beg Chur 
was,ns in divulging their Confefſion, to render 4 16477 


© 


Preface ty 


#f the hee, wlich is m them , and pliin'y to make kleene the Harm. , 


their per rw aſton in the matter of fayth; (o alfo in ui of Confrſt. 


ing the Harmony of Confeſiions te give all men to wndee- 
and and tithe knowledge of that moſt neer cin 
which they baue with the ſacred, and truly Catholigne 
eburch of Grd, and al the holy and ſound menlers terte 


by what right, or rather injurie could we be ec Ad 
Az from 


(*) 
from tbe fellowſhip of the ſame cburcbes, who do farre 
berteraccorde, and bave greater coogruitie with them 
io tbe water of faytb & religioo,then the greateſt part 
of thoſe, whoſe confeſſions they do publiſh to the view 
of all mea, as tbe cogniffance and badges oftbeir Chri- 
ſtian conſociatien ? Abd with what conſcience of a 
Chriſtian , or rather liceotiouſnes of a Rbymet. 
cuuld tbat adverſarie tfaduce us to the world , as eu- 
deavoriog the ruine of the reformed cburches ? 

But petbapi, that which may be, isſuſpeRed to be 
by ſonie,( which alſo the falſe accuſer doth iuſinuate in 
bis bell agaipit vs) and that, bat in word we profeſs, 
wee deny in deed; and what wee would ſcem to 
build with our tongues, we do, as it were, with our 
hands pul down. If fo it be, andthat in deed we te 
found to be ſuch, I doe freely couſeſſe, that no cenſure 
upon us can be too (evere,no hatred wore grievous then 
wedodeſlcrre. 

Now tte guilt, of this evilmutt cleave unto Our fins 
gers, if at all,one of theſe two yvayes , either inregard 
of out felyes , or of the reformed Churches. For 
aut fe'ves, aad our courſe of life, ( for deceſſitie 
compelleth,arit werefoolifhly to bable out that, wberts 
ia modeſtie perſyvadeth flence) and bow we converſe 
with God,and men wheiber publiquely in tbe Church, 
or piivarely in the family. we refuſe not, by the grace of 
God beſtowed upon frail creatures, labogring of tbe 
{ywe bumain infirmiries with other mee, the ſearch 
and cenſure of our mob bittet adverſaries , if got deſti - 
ts e of all.both bone ie, sud wiſdome. 

Touching the reformed Churches , what mote ſhall l 
ſay? We ac count them the true Churches of Iefas Chrif, 
and both profefe. and praiſe communion with them in 
the holy things of what in us lyethz their ſermons 
loch of ours frequent , 2s upderſiand the Dutch tongue: 
the ſacraments we do adminiſter to their known mem - 
bers + if by occaſion any oftbem be preſent with vs; 
their4iftractions,& other evils we do ſeriouſly bewayl, 

und do defire from rbe LORD their holy, add firm peace. 

But bappily, it wil be objected, that wwe are not like- 
mynded with them io all things , nor do approve of 
ſondry ptactiſes in uſe amongſt them, if not by publique 

inſtiturion ( which it ſeems they want ) yet by almoſt 
untvetſall confer: , and noiform caftome. 1 pgrant it; 
neither doubt I. but that thereare many godly. aud pro- 
dent men io the (ame churches, bo alſo diſlike in efe& 
the things which we dor and among other things, ibis 
male pant, aud vobtidled bewldaes of unſkilſol men be 
make 


— 
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(9) 
wake it a very May-gameto paſs moſt raſh cenſure uh 
the fayth,and ſo by conſequence, upeu the etervall fal- 
vat ion of rheir brethren , and to impeach their credit, 
whom tbey oeſther doe, nor perhaps willingly Would 
knoyy: leit that which they luſt ro condemn unknown, 
they ſhould be conſtrained toallow,ifrbey once knew 
it:and witball ro difatloyy that, iste which they tbem- 
ſelves bave bees led formerly by common errour of rhe 
times. Which maladie is alſo ſo frequent, and ordicarie, 
as that it may truely be ſaid ef many , that they them 
think themſelves moſt acceptable unto God, when they 
can make their brechren ( differing from them in ſome 
ſmaller matters) moſt odious unto men. This ragein 
plague except the Lord Godin mercie ayvage 3 — 
bend the mindes of godly, and modeſt men (the Mini- 
Ners of bis word) to put to their belping band that ways 
it wil without al doubt, come to paſſe , ( which God 
forbid ) that the mulritude of Chriſtians wil come ts 
judge of their eſtate with the Lord not ſo much by the 
chriſtian vertues, which themſelves indeed have, as Whieh 
they imagine orbers want. 

Dot that it may appear unto thee (Chriſtian Reader ) 
wherein we do difſent from the Duth reformed Chut- 
ches,and upon what grounds : and tbat nope may take 
occhſion of ſalpicien,tbat the tblogsare either greaters 
or more abſurd . for which thoſe bateful Browniſts are 
bad by many in ſuch deteſtaiion, then indeed and truth 
they ate, I wil briefly, as I can, preſent unto thy cbri- 
ſtiao view enbet all, or tbe moſt , & our greateſt dif+ 
ferences, with tbe grounds thereof, 


—— 


CHAP, I. 
Of the Largeneſſe of Churches. 


Abbt is evideut. hat tbe moſ,efpecially cittie - 
churches, ate ſo great and populous , as that t. of 
three divers temples ate not ſufficient for one + and the. 
lame Church to meet in at once. We on tbe conttarie.ſo 
judge, that no particular cherch yoder the Neve Tefſta- 
ment,ought to cob of more inembers , then can meet 
together in one place; becauſe, ; 

1. The Holy Scriptures ſpeaking definitely of the po- 
liricall,or miviſterial , commonly called, viſible church, 
ioſtituted by Chrift,and bis Apotties, by bis power, un- 
derſtacd none other then one congregation convenings 
and comming iogetber, ordivarie at leaſt , in one place, 

BY :- Matth. 


AF 21,42. 
Neb. 
19,27. 


Tertul. 


Ad. eb. 
17 


1 Cor.10, 
37. 


A0, 
17,11. 
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ath.12,17 4 10. fathered tegether fu ny name + with 
x Corintbef 4. when you are come tegetber AR .2.44..AL 
that beleebed were together rand chap. f 1. They were al 
with ene accord in Sclomens porch, Allo chap.6. 2. 5.and 
chap.13-1.2.,with 14 17.and 14.23.with Tit. 1 f. Ac. 
15.4. 22.25:and 21,22. So 1 Corinth.1t. 20.when ye 
therefore come together im one,to wit place , not minde,as 
ſome conceipt,tor from that theCorintbians were to fat. 
and laſtly chap.14,23. 1f the whels church come together 
inte ſome place. 

2. There is then bad the moſt ful , and perfirxom- 
munioen of the body in the boly things of God, which is 
the dext and immediate end of the viſible Church, when 
al the members thereof do convene , and alſemble toge- 
ther in ſome one place. Andif estate, as Philoſophers 
teach. everintends that which is moſt petit . much more 
grace. Nowthat tbe church( commonly called vihble) is 
then moſttruely vifible indeed , when it is aſſembled in 
one place ; and the communion thereof tben moſt full, 
& intire, ben al its members inſpired, as it were · with 
the ſame preſence of tbe Holy gboſt , do from the ſame 
Paſtor , receive the ſame provocations of grace , at the 
ſame time, and in the ſame place when they al by tbe 
ſame voice, ( banding 4: it were tagetber ) do with one 
accord pour out their prayers unto God: whentbey all 
participate of ene , and the ſame boly bread ; and laſtly, 
when they alrogerberconſent unanimouſly, either in tbe 

choice of the ſame ofhcer.· or cenſuring ofthe ſame offen- 
der. no man adinitting a due thought of things can make 
doubr of. 

3- We bave the Apoſtle Paul giviag it in charge te 
the Elders of everie particular Church ( as was that of 
Epheſus)thet they take heed wnto al the flock. yrberrof the 
holy ghoſt made them Bigler, or everſerrs , to ferd the 
— of Ged, which he hath parchoſed with his oxen blood. 
But ſurely, as that flock is verie inordinare , if not mon- 
firrour, which for the largenes thereof, neirber ever doth, 
wor yo ly can fred togetber;ſo tba: ſheepbeard of the 
Lords ock ſeemeth notaright,and as be ought, to fulfill 
his charge, which doth not at the leaſt , every Lords 
day, miniſter unto the ſame , tbe wholeſom food of 
Gods word. Ad berevunto. that io theſe huge and vaſt 
flocks, J governers cannot take knowledge of the man- 
vers ofthe people private, or publickʒuo nor ſo much. as 
of their preſence at · or abſence from tbecdurch aſſem- 

blies: whereby what damage cometÞ unto true pietie. 
avy man may eahly co jecture and miſerable experience 
wakes too too manifeſt iv the reformed churches. 1 _ 

clude 


—_— - 


—_— - 


on the other fide, upon thedefeRtion , or diflipation of 
: 46 ible 
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clude therefore, fince ( as Tunius ſayth ) it concerneth thy 


Paſteny threwphly te know the church committed ute him, 
the perſons their v orks and courſes, it ent the know ledg 
efwhich things he chal profit them no more then a t inc Rl ing 
ball. ce. that it were a point of good proviſion both 
for tbe conſcience of tbe oſhcert, and edification of the 
people, that a diviſion were made of the city-cburcbes, 
Which by continuall acceſhon of members , are thus 


gromn out of kinde, into different. & diſtin ft congrega- 


tions- under their certain, & diſtin Paſtours,& Elders. 
If any ebject, that there iz one viſi>le , and catbolick 


Þ Cburch,compreheoding as the parts thereof, ol the par- 


ticular Churches , and ſeveral congregations of divers 
Places;as there is one Ocean , or Sea,diverſly called, ac- 
cording toy divers regions by whoſe ſhores it paſſeth 
and y therefore this matter is not worth labour ſpend- 
ing about it,I anſywer,Firſt , that tbe Catbolick church 
neit bet is, nor can be called viſible ſince ooly tbiogs fin» 
gular are viſible, and diſcerned by ſence: wberas univer- 
ſals,or things catbolick, ate eitber ovly in tbe waderſtan- 
ding.as ſome are offnind, or ag otbers think better ore 
made ſucb, to wit univerſals.by the wnderſtinding. tra- 
Ning from them al circumſtantial accidents, cen ſi der ing 
that the krndes intelligible haye their eriſtesce in naturs, 
that is,in the Individoals. ' 
2. The Catbolick church, with due reverence unto 
Jearoed men be it ſpoken, is verie uoſkilfelly aid to 
be one,as the ſea is one. For, frſt,it is exprefſed'y ſaid, 
Gen.1 $10. that the waters which were wnder the 4 
ves, were gathered inte one place, ot conceptacle, which 
God called Sea. ot ſt«s. But tbe Catholick church, which 
is ſaid to comprebend al particular congregations iu her 
boſom,is not gathered roge:iber into one place, nor ever 
ſha! be, before tbe glorious coming of Ci. 2. The 
Ocean is a body ſo continued, i that al , and everie part 
thereof is continually Avent, ſo astheſe'f (arie waters, 
whichin their fux do makeover (ea, doin their reflux 
by contrarie wwindes «+ make another , and ſo contrarie- 
wiſe. But tbus to affirm of particular churches, and their 
material con(titutive cauſe, wete moſt abſutd. 3. lt ſome 
one particular ſea were drawn drie, or ſhould fail bis 
courſe, a dilturbance of al ted would necefacily fol- 
low; But & if y ſea (heuld io divers places at once bap- 
peu to be exhauſted, or drawndrie.tbere would beg be 
a fayling of tbe Ocean: neither vere the waters now gu- 
ther ed into one place,neither made they one ſea,and bo- 
dy of water,eitber continued or cobjoyned. But dove, 
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ibis or that particular cbutch, ne ſuch impediment 
(ould come in the way , but that the reſt might bould 
their ful cour ſe, as before. Tea, I adde moreover,ifal, 
and every particular aſſembly in the world ſhould lan- 
tuiſh, & fal awyay,(ooe one!y excepied)that(onely)one 
did till remaio the true, add entire Church of Chriſt, 
witbour any eirber ſubordination, or coordination , of 
dependencie ſpiritual.ſave unto Chriſt alone. The rea- 
ſon is plain, becauſe this fivgular,and ſole aCembly may 
under Chriſtthe bead , uſe , and enjoy everie one of bis 
iufticutions:the communion of Saints combised toge- 
ther in ſolemne,and ſacred covenant, the word of God, 
Sacraments, Cenſures, ard winiſtrations wharſoever by 
Chriſt appoivred, and therewith the ſame Chills moſt 
gratious preſebce, 
And upon this ground ir is, that the Apoſtle Paul doth 
iotitle y particular eongregation,wbich wase: Corivth, 
ad which properly . and immediately be did ioſtruct, 
and admoniſh,to the body cf Ci. ebe temple of Ged. aud 
one virgin effenſed to one bu/ band Ghrift, We may ne# 
therfore under pretence of antiquity ,uoitysbumaio pru- 
dence , or any colour whatſoever , remepe the ancient 
brend: of the viſible and miniſterial! church , which our 


tighr fatbers,to wit, ibe Apoſtles, have ſet;in compariſon * 


of whom rhe moft ancient of thoſe, vbich are ſo called, ate 
but infants and — — truly, & Wittily ſaytb. 

Thereis indeed one church, & V Apoſtle ſpeaketh ene 

7.44 one ſpirit.one bee of our calling one faith une bap- 
H/m;V? is.of one kind, nature; oor ove In number, as one 
Ocean. Neitber was ttechurchat Rome in tbe Apoſtles 
dayes,more one with tbe Church of Corinth.tbeo wes 
the bapriſm of Petet one with Pauls bapriſm . or tben 
Peter, od Paul were one. Neither vwas Peter or Paul 
wore one, whole,intire , and perfit man(confiſting of 
their parts elentiall,and integral) vvitbout relation un+ 


to other men;then iz a particular congregation( rightly 


inſtituted, and ordered )a hole, intite and perth Church 
immediately , and independently, inicſp*& of other 
Chorcbes, under Chriſt. 

To tooclude,fince the Paſtot is not a mipiſter of ſome 
pare of a Church, but of the whole particular Church» 
Act 10.28 . Atrend to the whole ec K, ot Charch,wheref 
the bely Ghoft hath made you his. Kc. if the miniſters 
oe be to be confined within > circle of a particular 
congregation , then alſotbe miviſterial cburch ir ſelf. 
Now the Paſtours office is eitber circumſcribed withio 
theſe bourds,or elſe the Angel of the church of Epheſus 
was alſo the Angell of the Chnreh of \Smirna; as _ 

aftonr 
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Paſtour of this Church izalſo the Paſtour of that; and 
by conſequence of alithat is.everie Paſtour is an univer- 
ſal Bilhop, or Pope by officezif uot for execution , yet 
for power;according to which power, we are to judge 
of the office. 

What then? wil ſome man ſay, Is it not lavwfull for a 
Paſtour to execute bis paſtoral office but inthe coogre= 
gation over which be is ſer? anſwer with tbe Apoltle, 
No man taleth this honour no himſelf, but he that is called 
of God, as Aaron, Hebr.5.3,4.Itis dot lawfulfor thee(re« 
vet end brother): do the work of « Paſtour wberetbou 
art no Paſtour , leſt thou arrogateto they (elf that bo- 
nour, which apperteyns not unto thee, Thou art called. 
that is elected , and ordeyned a Paſtour of ſome patti- 
cular Charch, aud not of al churches, It is not onely 
lawful, but requiſite,that the Paſtour of one Church(or 
ratber be that is the Paſtour) andſo avy other members 
imparte the gift either ſpiritual,or bodily, which be hath 
received, io other churebes. out ofthe common bond of 
charitie, in which be iz obliged : not ſo , to execute a 
publique office over them by the prerogative of autbo- 
ritie , which be hatb not but onely over bigown. We 
wil illuftrate rhisby a fimilitude. Avy citizen of Ley» 
den m joy certain priviledges io the cittie of Delph 
by vertue ofthe politick combination of the united pro» 
viaces,and cirties, under the ſupream beads thereofrbe 
S'ates geoveralf , which be is bound alſo te belp and 
«fiſt with al bis power if necefſitie require; but that the 
ordinary magiſtrate of Leyden ſhould preſumeto exe- 
cute bis publique office in the cittie of Delph, were 
an infolest,and unbeard of uſurpatien. The verie fames 
and not otberwiſe,isto beſaid of Paſtors,and particular 
Churcbes,io teſpect of that ſpiritual combioation mu- 
tuall under ibeir chief, and ſole Lord lefus Chri. 


CHAP. II. 


Of the adminiſtration of Baptiſm. 


HeDoutch Reformed Churches (a5 is evideot by their 4 Hurm, 
T practiſe compared with their profefſioo Jare veirber of Confeff. 
ſo true unto their own grounds, as tbeyought, neither do Belg. 
they.ſo wel provide for the dignitie of the thing, whil & French 
they adminiſter the Sacrament of Baptiſm to the infants Calis, 
of fuch, as are dot within the Covenant, nor bave either Ber. Cc. 


parent a member of avy Church, Becauſe, 1 
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1. Baptiſme now ( as circumciſion of old) is 
Celoſ.2. the ſeal of the covenaot of God with ie faythſul , avd 
1.8. their ſeed, / wille thy Ged , and the God of thy ſerd, 
Geneſ.17.9.and the ſealef the righteou . of tb. Rom, 
4-11 .& ig one, as there is onefaith, nd one baptiſm. Kpbeſ. 
4+4+5 .& therfore ougbt not to beadminiſtred to otbers, 
then tboſe witbio tbe compaſſe of tbe ſame covenant : 
por but upon fayth comming between, eitber of the 
partie to be baptized, or of one patent at the leaft, If 
avy ſhal anſyver, that thit gratieus promiſe of God is 
not to be reſtrained to the next immediate children, but 
is extended eve to thoſe, who follow afarr off, I grant 
itencept infdelitie,or otber fin come bervyeen;by which 
the parent? vvith themſelves break of their ſeed externa!- 
ly and atvually from tbe communion of the church, and 
holy things thereof, And if we beoottoinfiſt in the 
vext-and immediate parent, why in the gracd-faiber, or 
«great-grand-fatber,and ſo for the reſt,rill we climbe up, 
as bigh.as to Noah bimſelf? Whereupon it ſhould fol- 
low , that not the Lofents of Tewves, nor of Turks, no 
nor of Gentiles neitbder ſhould bave baptiſme denyed 
them. Surely the grace of Chriſt muſt needi be univer- 
fail.and wherein all have intereſt, if the ſeal tbggeof ap- 
peneyn vuto ell. Neirber ſhould the Church og 
whole ſacred furniture Bapriſmeis) by this rule be a8 
more the boufe of God, peculiar to bis children and ſer - 
vants;but more like a common lone, whoſe doore ſtands 
wide open toalthar paſſe by tbe bigb way. 

. The Apoſtle 1 Corinth. 7. 14. upor this ground 
that tbe one parent is a beleever ,avoyvetb the child lh 
Which otherwiſe be pronounceth hure, in reſpeRt 
of tbe Covenant, and bolynes thereof (leaving unto 
God bis ſecret judgeroents, ) Now what bave the im- 
pure, and volallowed to do with the boly things of 
God ? And what bath tbe Paſtour , and ſheepbeard in 
holy things to do with them, who ate no portion of 
the Lords flock? yybat babe 7 todor ( fayth tbe Apoſtle 3 
te judge them that are withent? Do net 14 judge them that 
ave within? So ( reverend brethren 2 you to 
do to baptize chem that are without? do you not ba- 
Nite them that are witbis · & tbem alone? lo the num- 

| ber of whom yet you reckon not theſe infants( tbough 

by you3nor belonging to yourcharge.W bence 

alſo f God knowetb it comerbto paſſe , for tbe mog 

part : that tbey Who ate thus by you baptized into the 

name of ihe Lord, areby their godlede pareniz education 
made the ſervant of Saidao. 

3. The Baptiſme of Iafants, iv all ſoundary of judg- 


nents 
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ment, ſerveth, aud that immediately for the comfort of 
their godly parents; whoſe hearts it filleth with no 
ſmall joy, whileſt they bebold rhe gratious promiſe of 
God made to them acd their ſeed, ratified and confirmed 
by this ſeal * even as of old the circumcifion of Iſase 
was granted, and enjoyred by God unto Abrabam, bis 
and our father firſt & immediately,for the confirmation 
of bis faith. Whence 1 conclude , that the ſeal of the 
righteouſnes of faith ( wbich bapriſme is) doth no 
more belong to tbe ſeed oTgodlefſe patents, then doth 
the comfort lowing from the rigbteouſnes of fayth un- 
to the parents themſelves. Whom az it would efeQually 
move to moreſeriout,% ſad thoughts of their own eftate 
vv God, ifthey bebeld their infants ( fo dear unto them 
excluded thorough ibeir default from the comfortable 
ſeal of God Covenant; ſo can they not, but by Y endue 
adminiſtration of the ſame, take occaſion of bardening 
themſelves in their accuftomed perverſnes. 1 conclude 
then with Tertullian ſpeaking (ar Ianios ſoterprets 
bim j of tbe children of ſuch , as were frangerr — 
the covenant of God, Let them come, when they are grown 
te yearts ; let them when they have learned , and are, 
taught whereſore they come; let theme then be made Chri- 
Hans, when they can k Chriſt, 


— — 
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CHAT. 111. 


Of written Leyturgies, 


W cannot but miflike that cuſtome in uſe, by which 
the Paſtour is wont to repent and read out of a 
prayer-book certayn formes, for his and the Churches 
prayers, and that for theſe reaſons. 

1. Becauſe tbis external mean & manner of worſhip« 
ping God in prayer is no where found in the vorit- 
ten word, (by the preſcript whereof alone be js to be 
worſhipped » whatſcever eitbet the leyvs fable of the 
Leytur gie of Ezra; orthe Papiſts of S. Peters , or $, 
I ames Leyturgies. Tes, contrariwile, I adde for over» 
pluſſe. that it did not ſeem good to the Apoſtles, the laſ 
pen men of the holy gboſt, y avy ſuch preſcript form for 
ſuch end ſhould come in uſe, in the churches. And this 
ſeemeth unto me very clear , from the former Epittle of 
Paul to Timotby, chap. 2,1 , 2. The kings of the earth 
in thoſe dayes, & ſuch as were in autboritic under them. 


bring, asit were, ſo wary ſworn enemies of the — 
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of Cbrift, this covceipt might eaſily (anl it ſeems did) 
et ee pe into the mindes of divers Chriſtians, that tbeſe 
'Kkindes of men were rather to be prayed againſt, then 
for, by the ſerrants of Chriſt, And now , what was 
the medicine preſcribed by tbe Apoſtle for this maladie, 
in that Epiſtle written to Timetby for tbat verie end, 
that be might k how to —. in the church of G 
Did be now either ſend Timotby to any Leytorgie ſor- 
merly ſet forth for bis own god otbers ditectiou ? Or 
did be himfelfframe any for tbe purpoſe , whoſe beate u 
troad che — 2 — afterwards ſhould not 
erte 4 Nothiog lefle ; altbough a more ft, and full 
occaſion for that buſines ſcarce be offered : which with- 
out doubt, Paul would no more bave let ſlip , tben did 
the orber Apoſtles , that wybicb was more light, for the 
iottoduct ion of Deacons,if ii bad ſeemed good toy bol 
Ghoſt ( by whoſe finger be was guided inthe ordering 
of the Churches) that any ſuch book-prayer ſhould have 
come ſuto uſe. 

Three thiuge eſpecially are obj: Red , wbieb muſt 
here be cleared. The firſt is, that David ; and other 
Prophets penned the book of Plalmes for the mother 
Church of Iſrael. The ſecond, that Chriſt bimſelſ deli- 
vered to his diſciples a cetiale ſotin of prayer,commonly 
called, The Lords prayer. The third, that Moſes from 
the Lord, Num. 6. gave direct ioo to Aston, aud his ſons, 
in what form of words they ſhould Heſſe the children of 
I frael. 

I aoſyver firſt generally,that the conſequence followw- 
eth not from the autboritie of Chriſt , and of Mo- 
ſes, and of the Apoſtles, in ordeyning theſe, and theſe 
form of divide worſhip, for the like autboritie iv ordi. 
narie Biſhops, and Pallouts, to ordeyn otber,and divers 
forms, for the ſame end, What can be ſpoken more inſo. 
lently? Chriſt tbe Lord, Moſes, tbe Prophets, and Apo- 
files being immediately, & iofallibly guided by the ſpirit 
of Chrift, have preſcribed certain ſet formes of Gods Wor- 
—— — others,tbough not immediately and ioſal 
libly guided by rhe ſame {pirit, may alſopreſeribe them 
Why may they not by this argumentation as well frame 
us a new Canon of boly Scriprures,copfidering that even 
theſe verie ſor mes, wherewith alſe tbey equalize their 
own, are parts, and portions of the ſame Scripruves. 
M ore particalarly. And firſt for Pſams. 1 devy that there 
is the ſame reaſon of a prayer,and of a Pſamjer ( where- 
upon the difference bangetÞ) that ſinging, and proyiog 
are all ove, For the queſtion is not, ( wbich I defire be 
Reader ones for all to bear in miode ) eber ot — 
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teroall affection of bim which ſingeth,or pra yeth , or 
of the ſubject mattet of the ſong or prayer : bur of the 
externall act, and exerciſe of praying and koging. Now 
theſe two exerciſes boi tbe holy Scriptures , aud com- 
moo ſence in everie man, that pleaſeth but to open big 
eyes + and locke upon them , doe plainly differ- 
ence. 

For firſt, if to ſing be to pray, then whoſoever fingetb 
ptayetb bet bow far from truth this is, the Pſalmes of 
David, 1+2, and many others in which not rhe leaſt 
parcell of prayer is to be found, do plaialy evince- 

1. Is any man ſad engt you, ( ſayth tbe Apoſtle) 
let him pray tis he merry let him ſong. To pray then, & 0 Tan. . 
fing,are not the ſame,nor whichdo agree (to wit pri- 17+ 
warily ) with the ſame conftitution of the minde. 

3. lo prayer the Paſtours voyce is onely heard, uato 

which the people, asthe Apoſtle teacbeth, are to add x Cer. 14. 
their Amen: but i ſiaging ,all rbe multitude bave at 16, 
well their part for tun+ble voice, as the paſtour bimſelf. 
Neytber can divers poſſible fing tog ber · without con- 
fuſion, bat by acertain, aad ſet form both of words 
and ſyllables: which yet may be done la church prayer, 
aud is everic where. 

4. We bave the ſame Apoſtle els where teaching vs 3 
thes' Stabi t your ſelves in Pſalms, Nye and iri- _ * 
al ſongs, & c. And agtio, Les ee wordof Chrit wel | 
in you planttonſly, with all wiſtom, teaching and 4dmont- _ 
thing your ſelye: mutually in h ſalas, Hymn, gee. Id fig . 
then we do [peak to our ſelves, ot one to anotbet mu- 
tually:bur in praying oeither to our ſelves, nor to out 
brethren, but unto God alone. Aud the reaſon bereof 
is evident. When as we read ot fing the Pſalms of David 
( for bat otber thing is it to fing out of a book, tben to 
read with a loud, aud barmonious voice? of which Hat- Scalig. 
monie ſinging is a kinde) : theſe ſelf ſame P/alms in this et l. K 
vetie uſe do (till remain,and ſo are read or ſung, ara part £4.23. 
of the word of God in the holy Scriptures:and in which 
God ſpeakerb unto us: whereas on the other fide, we do 
ſpeak unto God, in all our prayers, wbetbet mentall 
evely, or vocall witbell. 

5, Eveotbeſe vetie Vſalmes, whoſe matter is prayers 
and thankegiving, were framed, and compoſed by the 
prophers into Pſalms, add ſpitituall ſongs, for this vetie 
end, that the men of God might in them teach us · as in 
the written word of God, wheteof they are parts, both 
what petitions they in their diſtreſſes put up to the Lords 
& alſo het rbankſgiving they reterned vpon their deli. 
verance, that ſo we in readivg & fGagiog them, might 
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infirut aod admoniſh oar ſelves both pabliquely 4 and 
privately, ywybetber by way of doct tine, ot admodition, ot 
conſolation , for the ptomotiug Gf the glotie of God in 
our bearts. . 

Laſtly,that I may d ſceod to tbem, & bo gte only taught 
by experience; If any going out of the temple, whilſt tbe 
Cburch were fivging a Plat, either before, or after fer- 
mon, be og — dat me: bin, wbat the church 
were then doing,ſhould anſwer that it were at prayer 
would be not bejudged by al mea to tell a ly*But altoge- 
ther wit bout cauſe,if to ſing be to pray, es many imagine, 

Touching the Lords pre. We detiy it to be the mean- 

ing of Chriſt, teacbing bis diſciples, when they pray,to 
lay, Our father, &c. to binde them, and the Holy G JJ 
in idem, by which they ought to pray, to a certain form 
of wards. K lillevles. which they (hould repeat by beart, 
or ( which its our qurition , }read out of boek Becauſe, 
1. the two Evangelilts, Mattbew and Luke.of whom 
botb tbe one and other dit aright boib underſtand, and 
expreiſe ide meaning of Corilt do not preciſely keep the 
ſaine words. 2. By theſe words, when yew pray is meant, 
whesſoever you pray: whereupon it ſhould follow ,tbat 
we weretyed to this (tin: of words alote,caud alwates: 
and ſo mightlaywfully uſe none orber, except ir be lau- 
full for us ſometimes to pray ta bet by the leveil of our 
own device, then vi Ci:iilts prefcripe, The words theres 
fore of Cyprian are go od in a goodſence. To pray ether- 
wit then Chi hath taught. w net onely ignorance, but 
teu, ſeting he himſelf hath ſayd, you reze't the precept of 
God ,that yew m y ebſerpe your own tradition. 3. Amongſt 
the manie, and manifould prayers of che Apoities te be 
ſern inthe boly (ſcriptures , this form of words is dot 
found. and yet can it no! be denyed, but they alwa cs 
Ptraied asthey were taught in this place by tte r Maſter 
Chriſt : whoſe meaning therefore it could not be to rye 
then neceſſarily to suite fuch certain of words. 4. It 
appears by the context + that the purpoſe of Chrilt 
is to ſpeake of private.or ratber ſecret prayer. and ſuch 
everie Chriltian apart from ethers, and in his cloſer, with 
the door bet unte him , (hould pour out unto the Lord. 

Now „ obe alone, & by {bimfelf ſhould ſay, Onur fathers 

ſeems not veriecongruous.Laltly,ſering of tbe [ike there 
is the like contideration, If the Apoſtle lames in theſe 

Wordt Go to now e that ſ te day ov te morrow we wil 

tes tete ſuch @ citie, Ic. tod verſ.1s. For that ye ongbt ts 

o « if the Lord will, we hall live , and doe this or thats 

do neither fim lie fault with the fromef werd, nor pte · 


lyribe necearily any ober, but neh (to uſe Calvins 
words) 


— — 


— 


| 
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(19) 
words) walken them from their dream, robe without e- 


ect of the divine providence, wil make themſelve; er- Cane 
of 4 whole gur, when there i; nota moment in their peer: In. c<.4 
ſo neitber are we to conceive y our Saviour Cbrik, Mat. b 


6 and Luke t 1. doth isjoia unto his any fet words to 
pray in, bat onely [ſhewes hither all our prayers and 


pewes onght to be referred, as with all other orthodox Idlem in 
writers about this matter, the ſaid Autbor ſpeaketh : Mar. 6. 5. 
bowſoever divers unſkilfall mea ceaſe not ſtill ro Vene, 
ſing uuto us, even to loathſomnes, the ſoug , when you Bucanuss 
pray ar. abe Papifts do theirs , This is my bodie + as Qiſcators 
though the couitovetſie were about the words, and not Perkins, 


ratber about the meaning of them. 

But for that weare verie odiouſly traduced by divers, 
as abborring from this form 4 and that we wil nor ( as 
they uſe to ipealy ſay the Lords prayer. I will in few, & 
plain terms fer down what our judgements is about ir, 

1. And ſeringtbart,as the Poet batbit, the names 
de commenty ſuit with the things, xe may fee, ard ſot to 
withall, in the phraſes in common uſe about this moR 
Chriftian duetie of prayer, what it is vv the unballowed 
multitude of Chriſtians te pray, namely, fo ſay prayers 
fo read prayer to bear prayer, and rather any thing ubew 
iadeed to pray that is, then to pour out the conceptions 
of a godly and devout minde unto God, from faith aud 
feeling ofour wants. by the boly Gboft. 

2. Wedo affirm , that this form of words is un pro- 
perly, bow cemmonly ſoe ver, called the Lords prayer : us 
neither beinga prayer as it is the Lotds. dor the Lords, as 
it is a prayer. Asit is of the Lord Chriſt, and ſo the 
Lords ( whether by bimſelf uttered in words, orcom- 
mitted to writing by bis Evangeliſts ) it bath the con- 
hderation.and relpeR of a ſermon, and of Evangelicall 
doArine,in which Chrift taugbt bis diſciplesz;zand not of 
a prayer put up to bis Father as on the coatrarie it 
neither was , nor could be uſed prayerviſe by Chriſt, 
in ſo manie words; with w boſe moſt perft ſanRtimonie 
it did got agree for bim to ſay , forgive ut our treſ< 

4ſer. 
, 3. We do hrmly beleeve. that all, and every both 
Church and perſon is bound alwayes to pray , as Chriſt 
hath there taught : whetber we teſpect rhe mattet there 
propounded , or the aFeRtions there injoyned , or the 
commodious,eand compendiovs fimplicitie, which Chriſt 
eurSaviour.,aud onely maſter ,tbere oppoſetb, both to the 
vain bablings. & oft repetitions of rhe beatbens-avd y is 
theſe thiugs,and them alone the commandivent of Chriſt 
doth cou, we both firmly beleeve, & confidently avovy. 


2 "- — 


(20) 
4. And laftly,we doubt not but that this very form of 
words may be,and is rightly uſed in prayer unto God, 
provided tbete be neitheropinion of neceffitie,by which 
ſaperſtitious perſcas think themſelves ſtinted by tbe 

Lord to words , and fillablet , not of perſect on, 
by which many are of minde, that they bave then 
ar the laſt, & not before prayed perfitly, ben they have 
repeated this form of words. And it is well, if ſome 
ſport of this myre cleave not to the fingers of many mi- 
niſters;wbich make it a matier of great conſcience not 
to conclude their,aud tbe churches prayers applyed ſpe. 
cially to the preſeat Nate of things ,with this number, & 
meaſure of words, Which cuftom 2 it ir uſed verie com- 
monly,ſoin my judgement , with no great reaſon , for 
theſe two cauſes. 

Firſt,it ſeems tocrofſe all good order.and meibod. by 
. which men ſhould diſcend hom the more general unte 
that which is more (pecial-and not go the clean contta- 

rie way a+ in this tbey do. 

— Since the rule, according to Philoſopbie,and 
goud reaſon, is alwayes before the ching ruled, and that 
this form is by Chrift infticured , for this purpole , that 
it wight be tbe tule, and ſquare of all our prayers, and as 

Teal. Tectullian faith, is renate foundation of all owe 
lib,dtOrat . ceſſerie deſires , me thinks tbe ſame ſhould rather be 
led ia the hel place;upon which as the ſame aut bot 
bathit, everie (1.4 df onld build the cirexmſtancer of bis 
occaſioned requeſts, 

I: cemayneth thatin « ſew word I anſwer that, 
which is by ſome objefted touching thoſe ſolemn 
bleſſiags, at the fieſt imparced by tbe Patriarks ro their 
firſt bot u, and after by tbe Prieſts to Ie the firſt lere 
of God. 

And to let paſſe, 1. that the compoſers, und impoſers 
of the Leyturgies cow id uſe bave not equal autborine 
| with Moſes the man of God , ot are tbeir oyritioggany 

way comparable wirh bis: 
2 That Moſes did not preſcribe unto the Prieſts a 


} red. 4. 
243 


See, M'. tint of words for bleſſiag (much leſſe to be read 
175 out of a book) but the ſubſtance of tbetbing- which 
ſon of by masie Arguments, ſave that I ſtadie for brevitie,might 
writes be proved, 3. Iftbat were Moſes bis minde , and the 


Leiturgies, Lords by bim, be miniſter were bouod tothe ſame form 
G4l. 4 16, of bleſſing upon the ee, Zod now, whicty church 
Calvin, im is : race there is nothing is it not moral,and perpervall, 
Gene/,c. or not concerving be church. as then. I do anſwer 
271. this one thing, and tbe ſame in Calvin words , wir _ 
p the/# 


(a1) 
the/e bleſtings wert wt erdi narie prayers but a la fel au- 
thoritie die inter yeſed to tefiifie the grace of electis 
which be alſo confirms by divers reaſons. Neither can 
anie man who confiders the Words of the text make que- 
Rion , but that the Prieſts in ble/-ing ( 1ſyael,not God) 
do ditect theit ſpeech unto Iſrael Ly way of promiſe, 
and not unto God by way of prayer. So bleſſe he ſaith 
MGſes ) the children of Iſracl, [ay ing unte them, The Lord 
Gleſſe thee, xc. The lame is to be judged of the (alutari- 
ons of the Apoſtles in their Epiſtles , ( whereof they are 
a part , ani fo a part of the boly Scriptures) albeit yet 
they in ibem, as the Prieſts in their bleſkogs,defired to 
have their iruly loving aſſect ion taken knowledge of by 
them to whom they wrote : and wbat good things they 
both defired at the bands of the Lord for them, and alſo 
promiſed them in his name. 

2. Wediſlike al reading of prayer in the act of pray- 
ing . #8 inconvenient , yea dire&ly contrerie unto that 
at;ln prayer we do pour out matter, to wit, the holy 
conceptions of the mia de, from within ro with- 
,Outzthar is, from the beart to God on the conrarie, in 
readiog.we do receive and admit matter from withour 
ro within z that is, from the book into the beart, Let 
bim that prayetb do that wobich be doth , not anetber 
thing, not a divers thing. Let the wholeman, and all 
that be is, both in ſoul and bodie , be bent upon Gods 
with wbom be converſeth. The eyes of the minde are 
lif.ed ro God in prayer ; and why dot the eyes of tbe 
bodiealſo ? botb which be tbatptayetb, by intending 
them upon a book, both depteſſeth, aud averterh from 
God 


The Apoſtle exbortetb, that the men pray , lifting up , Tim 
pre hands ts God in exevie place. In like manner, (befides " 
the reaſon of the thing we have the Patriarks, Prophets, 
Chyiſt bimſelf, with dis Apoſtlez,and diſciples, for in- 
ſampleof liftiog up J eyes to heaven in prayer. Not that 
this geſture of body is imply vecefarie but moſt cooveni of 
ent.( ſave in ſome great tewpration , and depreffion 
winde,) both to exprefſe , and further the intention 
godly beart. 4 

Let devout aud learned men (if they pleaſe, ) commit te 
writing their boly meditations) and ſectet conferences 
with God,as did Asie, avd otbers amongſt the mi- 
entz; avd many of latter times: which may be read, a4 
that with do ſmal benefit both by Paſtour and peoplez 
but privately , and for better preparation unto prayer. 
Now the preparation urto prayer is verie unſeaſonable 


«i the lelflamt time ofideſolems performance _— 
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(22) 
and wnreaſenable in , and by the ſelf ſame att, 
3. Seeing that publique prayer (at Bucanus ſaith)i: « 
ſteend part of the miniſtrie;av alſo that among the gifts 
of rhe belie Gboſt, wherewith the Paſtor is indued from 
above . t hat is not ſmal,nor to be deſpiſed. by which be is 
able conveniently both for matter ,and form,to conceive 
a prayer according to thecburcbes preſent occaſionss 
and neceflities; by the reading of this preſcripr fofm, 
that (truly excellent ) gift given of God for this end is 
made void, and of none uſe , and rbe/pirie(contrarie to 
that which oughtro be) extinguiſhed, I he manifeſtation 
of the ſpirit,(\aitbthe Apoitle)is given to eperie one (eſpe- 
cially to everie Paſtour) te profit withsl. But be who 
reads « form of prayer conceived,and conſigned by ance 
ho * ther,doth dot manifeſt the paſtoral gift,(for of the inter 
nal affection our queſtion is notjof the ſpirir given to 
bum to profit withal, but to that ot bet by wbom tbe furm 
of prayer n indited, 
4. If to read ſuch a ferm of prayer be to pray aright, 
and paſtour-like,no probable reaſon can be rendred, 
whereſore to read a ſermon,or homilie, is cot as wel to 
preach aright , and as is required of the Paſtour of the 
Church. Which ſo being, ſmal reaſon bad the Apoſtle, 
treming of the eccleſiaſtical minifirie, which principally 
„ _ coof.hts iv theſe two exerciſes,to ct out as be did, u bs 
z Cer. 2. i ſufficient for the ſt things? For who is not ſufficient even 
16. the vulgar ſort ? who can nor read a Leitergie , and 
an Homilwe? 

* 5. The fpiritcfaith the ſame Apoſtle , ſpeakiog of all 
lpeth car fr we know net what ts 
prayycs we onght. Yes, Paul, (vv your leave ) right wel; 
for we dave in our prayer-book, what we _ to pray, 
word for word , whether tbe ſpirit be preſeor or not. 
What then is to be done io this bestes T hat which Ter- 
tollian laith tbe Chriftians of bis time did. We pray Waith 
be 3 withowt any to prompt #1 , becauſe we pray from the 
heart. But be who reads bis prayers , or rather the 

ayers of bim that penned them, and his le ſos out of a 
ook, bath obe that prompts bim, and that Ailigently, 
both What, and boyy mucb.eand after what mavver,and 
with what words and fillables be ought to pray. 
Tertul, Laftly,if it would be jaſt matter of ſhame to any earth 
Ap. ly Father, tbat his childe,yybo drfired of hi bread, fiſh,or 
4 _ the an ett ſhould need to read our of a book, or paper, Fa- 
eniiles, ther , pray you give me bread, fiſh , or egge; bow much 
more contumelious ie, to our heavenly fatber, and bis 
holy ſpirit, whereyvith be farniſhetb al dis children, ſpe- 
vlally big migiſters according to their place, that an = 
o 


Buc ans: 
cen 
places of 
prayer. 
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(23) 
fo vuworthie, and morethen babiſh, and indeed the  _ oc 
inſirument of 4 fooliſh cheepheard , namely a bare reader * 5 — 
ewith which kinde of vermin Rome, ard Eoglaod are yy = 
peitered) ſhould be uſed by ſuch godly.avd learned pa- jus . 
ſors,as wherwith the reformed churches are farni. 3 . 
Med. 


CHAP. 1111. 


ö Of the Eccleſiaſtical Preſtyterie. 


W E do ſo acknowledge, and approve of, as divinely 
inſtituted .be Preſbyteties of y particular churcbes, 
a+ with al we judg them ſundry wales detective. As firſt 1 Ti. 
we require : that al received into the colledye,and com- 3.2, 
pany of Elders, even thofe which are called gorverners, Tit.1.f, 
ſhoud be opt to teach, and able to exhert with ſound de- 7.9, 
Arie, and convince gainſayers , and that not onely pri- Ger ſown 
vately,or in the conhſtorie , but in the publick afemblie Bucer. 
alſo, as the nature of their publik office requirerh. I am diſert of 
not ignorant , what that learned man Gerſom Bucer in Chriſtian 
his late treatiſe bath publiſhed about this watter, nei- gopernm, 
ther do 1 urwillingly aſſent ther eunto :provided onely, pa ze. 
that what be requires in thoſe Elders, tbat they be able 32.33. 
to performe publiquely,and in the church adembly , if 44. 
not exaRtly,yer competently. ; 

Aſecond defect. wich we wh ſupplyed is, of an- 
nual,or tryannual, of temporarie, tbey might de perpe- peg-34-37 
wall. & for life, (except by ſome caſualtie, or occurrence 36. . 
they be diſabled hat the paſtours themſelves, This terme 
of years for tbe Elders adminiſtration iv the Reformed 
Churcbes.tbeforenamed autbor in the ſamre place doth 
not ſo much defend,as excuſe;bur it ſemerth eatber need- 
ful ro have itte formed (which is atfo the d. fire of the 
ſaid learned mar) and 1bat for theſe reaſons 

1. The Apoſtle Paul calling unto him the Elder: of the 

ebureb of E pheſias to M iletums, doth pronounce of them at, A. 20. 
ns wel the governers,arthoſe that labovred in the word, 7 1. 
the any were made Biſhops ot overſeers of the ſame 
Church, by the holy Ghoſt. Now the authority of ther the 
appointer, ought ts work in theappointed great con- 
ſcience , not lightly te relinquiſh that charge, which by 


the diſpofition of the boly Ghoſt they bad taken epo Af 5 


them, 
2. The ſame Apoſtle doth in the ſame-placeadmoniſh, 
and enbert the ſame Ades, that they ſhould 1 bred 
PITD 


(24) 
unte themſelver & ts al the flock, leſt F ſame aſtet bis dr. 


partnreſhould unbappily be damnified, ettber by woldes 
entering is ameng them, or ſuch as ſheuld riſe »p from 


' er. 11.29 
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- 
7 their Elder barge were ſhortly to be our, they 
might Kelltbianke with themſelves , that the Apotles 
9 ad monitios for aſtet times did not much concerne them, 
\ whoſe terme of office ſnould ſo ſhortly be expired , 20d 
\. —— perhaps to follow the Apoſtles departure at the 
s. 
1 3- It was ſacriledge forthe Levites being conſecrated 
. to the Lord , for the ſervice oftbe Tabernacle and Tem- 
x ple, to retire from the office undertaken by them , al- 
XNumb.s. though (age growing upon them) tbey were exempred 
, from ſome the more laborious workes of that miniſtra« 
tion: How then is it lawful for the Elders, or Deacons, 
. ( being now vo more at their owne diſpokog , but as 
| the Levites ofold, tbe Lords ſacred and conſecrated 
| m_ to withdraw ſo lightly from bis ſpeciall ſer- 
vice 
No wan under the Law might change 4 besft,if cleave, 
LeVi.17.9 novots better for a worſe, if once ballowed to the Lord. 
10. How much lefe may tbe church then diſcharge ber ofhi- 
cers (ortbey themſelves)” micitteriog fairbfully , and, 
aztbey ought? g 
Laſtly , the Apoſtle Paul iaſtractiag the Church in 
1 Tim. g. Timothy to krep the Commandment of Chriſt wnrebukable 
21..d 6, untill that bis glorious appearing » doth not permit, oo 
14. not to the widowbes god Deaconefſerto relinquiſh the of- 
Ces. fice once taken upon tbem : onto whom for that verie 
14. 31. Cauſe be forbids mariageit ſelfe , otberwiſe permitted 
1 Tim. ;, toall, and to ſome injoyned. Row much lefle lawfull 
1151. is it for the Elders, or Deacons of tbe Church ( whoſe 
both condition, and miniſterie ii far more excellent )for 
far ligbter cauſes , to look back, and relinquiſh their 
4 vocation » wherein Chriſt hath in ſuch fort placed 
4 ahem ? 
| A third thing thefe is , ud that of moſt moment, 
if viz. that the Elders do not adminiſter ibeit publique of- 
| fice publiquely , as they ſhould, but onely io rbeir pri- 
FL vate coofitory. And brit , the adminiſtration ofererie 
| office doth iu right follow the vature of the ſame i whe- 
9 ther domeſticall in the familie, or civil in ibe common- 
b wealth , or (pirituall in tbe Church : tbe Elders office 
then being publique, requires aoſyrerable , and pub- 
lique adminiſtration. Not that it ivunlewfull for the El- 
ders to convene , and meet apart from tbe bodie, and 
te deliþeraze of ſuch hinge a9 conerene the ſame » cnd fs 
[ 


themſelpe; ryeakpug perverſe things. Now if tbe date of | 
ends — 


| 


— — 


—- 
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(5) 
to do ſundele things by vercue of their office i but bee 
cauſe i bat is ne: ſuthcient, neirdey do they indeed fulfil 
tbeit publique, an4_cburch-effice, which im the Lord they 
have rectived, except as privately , and in their coo- 
ſidotie, ſoalſo (ad that ſpecially} publiquely , and 
in the face of the congregation they execute the ſame. 
2. The Apoſtle be/cocheth ben of Thefalonica that 
foes would in love highly efteem for their works ſake, not 
onel y ther mphich laboured among them,to wit, defirine 
but them alſo, wbich were oper chem in the Lord, and ad- 
moniſhed them. But of the work of their Elders which 
goveru,the Reformed churches muſt needs be ignorant; 
neither doe ot can they know , whether they be good, or 
bad, Their paſtours they do proſecute with due love, 
and honour gout of their own certain knowledge of them 
and their work, but theit Elders obe by bearſay. 
Laſtly, tbe ſame Apoſtle warnerh the Elders of Ephe- 
ſur,tbatthey attend & take beed to they bole flock, mrypbich 
they were made Biſhops But it cavnot be, that be ſhould 
miaiſterially,as be ought, feed the wbole church, whoſe 
voice the greateſt part thereof never ſo much as once 
beareth. To lead, or receive a ſheep now and then inte 
the ſheepfould to coofirm one that is yyeak , or corre 
one that ſtrayetb and thar apart from the flock, is id n 
Wiſe to feed the whole flock, as the Apoſtle requirerh. 
And that this point may be made the mote plain , let 
us diſcend unte ſome ſuch particulars „ in which rhe 
Elders office ſeemeth ſpecially to confit. And they are, 
the admitting of members ioto the church, upoo profeſ- 
fion of faith made ; and the teptoviag and cenfuring of 
obſtioate offenders, wherber finniog publickely , or pri- 
vately with ſcandal. As we williogly leave rhe exect- 
tion, aud adminiſtration of theſe things ro the Elders 


alone in the ſetled. & wel ordred fate of F churcd, ſs do 


we deny plain'ly.tbar rhey are, or car berſgbrly, act vr 
derly done, but with tbe peoples privitie sud coofeor, 

For the firſt, Chriſt tbe Lord gave is charge ro bis - 
poſites ro preach in bit dome remiffien'sf fios, and 
therwith life eternal : and chat ſuch lew¾oes ot Gentiley, 
a; ſhould belerve , and repent. viz. profefe bolt 
fairh and tepentsoce, Ge 6s judge gf tbe beat is 
Gods prerogative) bey ſhould receive ints the fellow - 
_y of the Church , and baprize. And that thefe all, 
and everie of them were pubiiquely . and invite face of 
the congregationto be adwinittred, the 447 of the Ape- 
firs do plrnreonſly maketnownp. And if Bapriſin » the 
eonſequert of rhe confe lion of eb in then beprized, 


and the badg of our confociation with Chriſt” and hip . 
82 Cut eb, 


CA 
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(a6) 
Church, be to be celebrated publickly , why le not the 
mm of faith proportionably (akbongh by the 
ormerly baptized through a kinde of yvnorderly antici- 
pation ) te be made publickly aiſo , and therewith all 
the cooſociation ecclefiaſtical,as the former ? The cove- 
nant privately made, and the ſeg] publickly annexed 
are diſproportionate. 
I further add , that fince perſons admitted inte the 
Church, arc by the vybole bodice, if nor of enemies, dt 
beaſt of ſtrangers besen & are to be reputed brethren in 
Carift moſt nearly joyned , and they with wbom they 
are to call u one common Farber publickly, to 
x .Cor.19, participate of eng boly bread, and with whom they are 


x7. to have all things , even bedily goods after a ſort com 
AA 2.44. at everieanc bath need, it ſeemeth moſt equal. that 
4. not onely the Preſbirters (the churches ſervants under 


Chriſt) bet the whole commonaltie alſo ſhould take 
knowledge in their perſovs, both of their holy profeſſion 
of faith, aad voluntarie ſabmiſſion made as vote Chriſt 
himfſelfe, ſo to bis moſt boly inſtitvtions in bis Church. 

To come to the ſecond bead. And 1.7 bye whe fin,that 
la, with publick ſcandal, _ bls + Faith tbe A+ 
Tim.r. r others alſo may fear. And if the Elders tbem- 
--— Ives, of whom be1peaketd, for whoſecredit the grea- 
Began Uh car ig ts be taken, mach more any other, as Bera right» 
ans. os the 1 . And that cot for this cauſe alope , that 
when the puniſhment comes ie one · the fear might reach 
uote + Which yet wiſe men in all publique executl[- | 
os wes bave carefully provided for, but alſo that | 
both be that ſo Ganoth may be tbe more aſhamed, and 
others beth wicht, and Witbost may withal! take | 
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» bow little indulgent the Church is to ber p 

een deareſt oe in their enormous fins. 

>. With this alſo ir well conſotteth, that Chriftthe ! | 

onely Docteut of his Church would have oor ovely fins . 

— 2 commiuedin publick , publickly reproved,fe a 

Math. 19. before the multicude 4 but even thoſe which are private, & x7 

2716,17. obftivately perſiſted i n,wben de ſaith, Tel the Cure, &: 

Iam net ignotaet Bow diverſly divers men do iater. 

Piet theſe words; whillt ſome by tbe Church do under» | 1 

and the civil «eurt of the Magiftrate 3 others tbe Miet- . 

archical Biſhop, with bis officials i others the ſenate of tt! 

Kiders exaluding the people. , And thus whilk theſe | G 
firive for the pow2e , and came witha) of the church a- 

the church indeed,acnd which Chris | ne 


Abe Lord meanerh, is well oigh firipped bord of power, | th 


The £18 of theſe iet jaterpretations I wil 6 
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ble my ſelſe with; as belag almoſt of al , and that wor- 
— exploded, and rei bed (40d abouadanthy tefetid 
by divers learned meg the t Wo latter are to be affen 
with almoſt the ſame weapons. 


Beta. Zan 
chu. Pare 
ted her. G. B 


The founer of theſe two, though it be is it ſelfthe Cc. 


more diffezent from Chriſts meaning , yet comes it ia 
this circumſtance now inconfideration , the nevrer the 
truth in our judgment, confidered in its execution : 
fince neitber the Biſhops +» nor their officials, Obannce- 
lours , Commiſaties,or other Court-keepers do exclude 
the people from their cookRories,and courts: but do offer 
tbemſelvets in their publick judgements , and ceaſures 
to the view of al, who pleaſe to be preſent therear. And 
I :hink ita courſe vobeard of either amongt Gentiles 
ot Tewes , or Chriſtians (be it ſpoken without ofence} 
before this lat age, that — 57 judgements, and other 

at of publique nature,as theſe are , ſhould be prvately 
exerciſed , aud withourtbe peoples privitie, It war vot 
ſo io Iſrael of old, where by Gods appointment the El 
ders were to fit, and judge inthe gates of the clatie / nor 
jo the Synagogues themſelyes , from which manie are of 
minde , how truly I wil por ſay , that the Chriſtian M- 
derſhip vas derived.afrer the Roman Tyranoie bad con- 
fined into tbem the lee civil conventions , andjudges 
ments; nor in the primative cburch , oo not in ſome ages 

after the Apoſtlet , as might exfily be proved out of Ter- 
tullian,Cyprian,and others , if 1 would tie the marter 
in that court but it i; much more ſafe, as Auſtio faith, to 
walke by the e Scriptures. 

And firſt the Word Eccleſia, church, originally 
Greek,anſwering to the Hebrew Nl. dotb primarily, 
and properly figuifke d convention of citizens called 
from their houſes by the publique cryer , either to dear 
ſome publique ſentence, or charge given but tranfiated 
to religious uſe , denoteth an aſſemblie of perſons called 
out af the ate of corrupt oatureinto that of ſuperusta- 
ral grace, by the publiſhiog of tbe _ Now the RI- 
ders. ot preſbyrers ( as ſucb hate, and ſo ate ſaid to beey 
called, to wit,to their office of Elderſhip, but called out 
they ate not,belog themſelves to cal out the church. a 
voto it to perform the cryers office. Neither de I rhiak 
that the name Ecclefia , Church, bath bees uſed by aoy 

Greek autbor, be fore the Apo@les times, or in their daies, 
or in the age after them for the s ſemblie of ſole gover-» 
ner in the act of their goveramentt , be indeed before 
the ſame geverners had ſeared into rheir owner + ud 
onely hands the cburches both name and power. 
But you wil ſay , as learned men uſe to do, that theſe 
B 2 lden 
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wincheſt. 
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Riders fafteyn the perſon of the whole multitude, and 
f epplie their room, for the avoiding of coofufion; and ſo 
are rightly,as commonly called ,The church repreſentative 

I anſwer. Firſt,no godly , no nor reaſonable man wil 
rm, that this repreſentation is to be extended to al 


the a; of religion,or indeed to otheti · hes tbeſe, which 


are exerciſed ia the governing of the Church. What is 
irttheo? The Eldersin ruling, and governing tbeCburch, 
muſt repreſent the people, &occupie their = hoy ſhould 
ſeem then , that it apperteyns vato the people, voto the 
people primarily , and originally (under Cbtin] to tule 
and —— the church , that is , themſelves. But wwbo 
wilſo ſay of a government not perſonal, but publique, 
and infticured,as the churches is? 

2. If the Elders in their conſiſtot is repreſent the church. 
tben wharſoever they eitbet decree , or do ,agrecing to 
the word of God, whether reſpeting faith or manners, 
that alſo the cbureb decreeth and dotb, rbough ableor, 
though ignorant both what the thing is, which is done, 
and upon what grounds it is done by the Elders * this 
being the nature of repreſentations, that what the repre» 
ſenting doth witbia the bounds of bis commiſſion , that 
the repreſented doth primarily , and much more,as but 
uhag Fetbet far bis inftrumeat. Now bow diſſonant this 
is to true faith and pietie, bow conſonan: vate the Pa- 
Piſts implicit faizh,no man can be ignorant : and I bad 
rather wiſe men ſhoeld confider,then 1 aggravate. 

3. The conſtant , and univerſal practiſe of tbe Apo- 
files and Apoſtolick churches do quite croſſe this confi- 
Rorian courſe: The Apoſtle Panl , wel acquainted with 
the meaning of Chriſt, doth i Cor. . ſo reduce into pra- 
Rife.the rule ud preſcript of bis maiſter Mattb 18, 
or to uſe the words of the Biſhop of Cheſter, There com 
mande ts to bring inte praiſe this: power , In the name of 
Chrift, witch brs ſpirit , as be ſeems to leave no place for 

ing to dim, who with diligeace,aod withont pre- 

j edice, wil com pare togetber theſe two places, what the 
Lord meannib. when be ſaith Tell the Church , This out 
Apoſtle doth ſa that place reprove,uet j Elders or gover- 
vers alone. but with them alſo the wbole commonaliie 
nod bedije, for toleratiog tbe inceſt uens perſon amongſt 
them. Which 1berefore accordingly , as his authority 


Apottolicalt , and care for al the churcher did require.be 
adnceitherd » and direQeth, that as mindeful both of 


the fanert reprorance.,and (alvarion, and therewith of 
their own putitie, they would exclude . by due order, 
thet wicked man from their boly fellowſhip. 
zbat by theſe 'yyords (ben 74 are come 


And 
te get her) the 
N bole 
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whole church is to be onderfiond 4 marie , but beavie 


friends to the peoples liberties, leſoites, Prelatifts , and 
others do gravor. But we wil ute certain reaſoos 
for the furiber clearing of the thing. 

1. They among when the fornicatenr war, whe were 
— p, ben they hel bave ſarroxred , aden: | An 
mideeft of whom he ra: to be put, obo had dere that thing; 
they were to be gathered togerber in oneqandte judge and 
excommunicate that ioceſivous perſon. But tbe forni- 
carour waits not amengh tbe Elders alone, neither were 
they Alone puffed vp when they ſhould dave ſorrowed, 
nete wis that wicked mag to bee taken out of the 
mia of tbem,and fil loft tn the wid ofthe people;and 
therefore not te be judged by 'them alone, but by @ 
cburch with tbem, though governed by them. 

2. It did got of old apperteyn enely to the Levites 
and Elders iv Iſrael , to purge out of their douſes the ma- 
terial lepen , but to everie —— of familie alſo : ſo by 

roportion te the whole church novy , to purge out the 
— ſpiritual there ſpoter of which alſo could not lebe 
the whele lump ,or cherch, in the Apoſtles meaning , ex- 
cept ir bad concerned the whole church to purge it out. 

3- The Apoſtle wrote not te the [Hers onely , but 
with them te the whole bodie , not to be ö with 
fernicater 1, coprtons per ſons ot the like, called brethren: dee 
therefore admoniſbeth them , as the other , to caſt their 
fone at the oceſteous man, for the taking himw ap ay from 
the Lord: people. 

Manie moreArguments,and the ſame verie cleat . migbt 
be drayen to this end. out of the tet it ſelf; but for bre - 
vitie ſake 1 wil omit them, and annex this oeh one 
which ſollo eth, from tbe ſecond ctaprer of the ſecond 
Epiſtle. The ſame Apoſtle writing to theſe ſame Co- 
nn thiaos about the ſame inceſtuous perſon, but do — 
vitent,as before delivquent,ſeriouſly exbonstbem, that 
look what ſeveritie they bad formerly ſhewed iv cenſu- 
ring him for bis fin,tbelike compaſGion they would now 
ſhew.in receivigg bim again upon bis repentance: tber ia 

lainly ipfinuateing . that this bufines was not inthe 
dz of tbe Elders alone , except we wil ſay , ther tbey 
alone were made [ad by the Apes reprocf , that they 
lone by their fudie , defence , indignation , xtal, Ke. 
teflified , that they were pure inthe thing , and cm 
it belopged vo them alone ts bee, ave conſort 
yepentatt finner.,and ts confirm 15 lope % . 


very. 


>oſ.9. 


And wberens ſome would incloſe this wholepower . 7 . 
within the Apoftles circuit 3 8s if be alone . Biſbop-like, aud ,2,5.9 
hed paſſed ſentence zud ic iat ie — 


the cofeader , and 


eln 
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enecly committed (be declaration, nnd publication of lt 
is tbe church, to ſome his ſubſtitute „I deem it nor loſt 


And firit.one alone , bow great ſoevet . cannot ſuffice 
SeetheBi- to make tbe Church. of a congregation, whickCbrift hath 
ef Ffurvifhed with power of binding and loofngMatd,rt.ty 
Chic). an- 18.bard reaſon, and (criprure teaching · chat for an an- 
fer bly and congregation at leaſt two or three are required, 
Tete. Wr. 1s, The Church | which name fiywifer a multicude,) 
41.42. 2 by «new trops , e bee fingular perſon, as 
Whites. Faith D. Whitakers again? Stapleron + going about ts 
her 1 of the (prove that the name of the church belong: ts the Pafirers or 

anthoritig M, er Pope alone. 
of the 3 - It is expreſly affirmed 2. Cor.2.6. that the in- 
Jh. ceſtuous perſon wat cenſured by many * which many of 
$I, z, ore, be Apoſtle eppoſeth to bimſelfe alone , as appen* 
mech by the content; and not teal, as ſome etto- 

neouſly thioke. 

. The e plainly , and ſharply reproveth the 
Coriotbians for that before bis writing they bad not 
voyded that Goful man , their boly fellowſhip, and fo 

prevented the reporte by which ſuch « crime, and the 
fame unpuniſhed came to bis ears. This their power then 
the mas of God doth not lese into his owne bands as 
forfeyt by their defaclt in dot whog it, but vehemently 
(10d as became a faithful miniftery extorts and admo» 
viſheth them to uſe it . as they ought is Jjudging, purging 
ont , and takjng from among them/tlbe; that wicked many 
and fo any *tber within , or called a brother , frnning in 
the like manger. 

4. I be Apoſtle Paul being abſent from Corioth bad 
excommaugicared this finger , then had be judicially con» 
demoed, 20d judged a man wagcculed, unconvitted, and 

See Gel. warepr Cot leaſt face to face , and before bis judge: 3 
Fuec, of then what mere unjeit cas be imagined of, or af- 
<>. diſcipl. cribed unto the holy Apoſtle ? I concluge therefore with 
3. parte Peter Martyr, The Apoite, as great as be war x doth not ſo 
Mah. far uſurp to himſelf wer — alone by i- 
chap.c. felfe ſhoull excommunicate* which yet the Voge , and many 
Pet. M ar, Biſbops (i th Romiſh and Eaglith) dare do + In jnaging 
int.Cor. be goes befort others it et the chief im the Churc 
6. 4. ee fo the leſſe / e multitude might be diretted 
in judging their wetting before tham. . 
Thus nvuch of rbis place. The next ſollew¾eth . which 
AI. 1. is As 3, When atother war to ſucceed in the room of 
Ladas the tant, at Peter alone, ot the Apoſtles with 
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bim , but q that che er dine tion might be juſt and Up fuls, 
bring made with the knewledg of the people ent, and 
examined by the werdit, and judgement of al) the multitude 

the 41ſciple: together did ſobffhten two, whom they 


lib. 


EN. 


te med moſt excellent, that of tbem tbe Lord, who knew ver. 15. 


the hearts of alen, might take unto bimſelte the man, 
which bee knew moſt ft. That which belgoged unto 
God namely, to defigne an Apoſtle immediately, was 


oy 


Jeft unto him: the difciples alſo is this work , eteining Gd.r.r 


what might be their ſiberrie : which Calvis notes upes 
this pies te have been a Riede of widdle temper, : 

The «bird place follo wetb, which is A&.6. handling 
the choice of Descent, audtbat by the lame Church in 
Jeruſalem, vot now [mal , as before, but (which 1 with 
may be marked to ſtop tbe paſſage , which ſome thinke 
Iyes open for eſcape through ſmaller aGemblies)now be- 
some gte, and populous, Inthis bufines the Apoſtles 
inGrme the church what Riede of men they ought to 
chuſe : the multitude chuſeth whom they judge fir, and 
meet accordingly 3 and the ſame preſent to the Apoſtles: 
vpes whom ſo choſen by tbe people, the ſaid Apoſtles 
impoſe bands as a ſolemn ſymbole of theft conſecration» 
joyning therewith common prayer. New if the Deacons 
ovely betruſted with the churches movie were nee to be 
made but by the peoples ſuffrage , and election, muck 
leſſe Pastore and Kldert, unto whoſe fdelitie under beißt 
the ſame Church doth commit the ines mpatüble rrea- 
ſure of their ſouls. 


Calvin 
is A. 14 
AA.6. 


To the ſame purpoſe( in regarde of the matter in hand Ag. ta 


ſerverh that , which we read AR.14.23. where Paul 
and Barneb. de ordeyn Elders in ther ie C nets OS 
te (not their owen as ſome fancie,uo:o whom 0 "Ys 
C to lay on hands is all one) but the peoples | bY > + 
lifting up of hands, by which figne, the Greciane, 44 ap- 
pears ia Demoſthenes , and otbets » the peoples vote of 
voyce giving in ibeir popular aſſemblies was Wee 


te 
" be made. 1 ad ( which is eſpecially to be obſerved) thar 


the Apoſtles in doing their part in the ordination of El- 
ders. did what they did, 2; it were, by the way: Raying 
onely ,moP like, two or three date in a place, ſa 80 they 
could not poſſibly by their owne experience rake ſufhi- 
cient knowledge, what perſons in the chyrch were apt 
to teach or gobern: who able to exbert with ſound defirine, & 
to convince the gainſayers : bow unblameble they were, 
bow watchful, giuen to beſpitalirie, t „Ke. and 
with tbeſe, bow mannered Wives, & children they bad. 
Theſetbiogs onely the bretheren which converſed with 
thew publiquely, and privately , could ſufficiently take 
'  knowledgs 


*) 
Roowiled ge,and experience of. Vpon their eleRiog them 
did the ordemation conferred — 4 . the 
hands of tbe Church ; depend. By eleQion the perſons 
elected bave right to their offices; into the act val poleſ- 
fon wy hereof . ant are lolema y admitted by ordiaation. 
This troup of proofes, that ko. add notable place 
Aﬀ.15, A .me up? in which we bars the peoples bis 
bertie iv the «b both of Antioch , aud leruſalem 
Plenrifully confirmed ard commended by Apoſolick 
peattiſe ro enſueing churches, and times. 

Ad firft , it ivevident that in the church of Antiech 
ether with the Elders( which it appears then it bad 
14-21-23. the brethren were admitred into the 

4% whi. fellowſbip of the buſines . and difquifition made about 

14. of the circumoificn : Paw! & Barnaba: with the reft of tbe de- 

anther of legates then ſent being bronght on their journey by the 

H.ferip. chercher. the letters alfo written back from 

I. . ch. Ierufaler to the brethren which were af Antioch, ver. 

DA. i. 23. and which is ſpecially ro be noted, then, avd not 

before, delivered when the multitude were come together, 
verſ{. 30. Se in the church at Teruſalem the mefengers 
from Autiorh were received, not onely of the Apoſtles 
and Elders, but of the Church with them,verl.4. And us 
the quetion was propounded,ſo was it diſculſed before 
the whole church by the Aeta, & Elders comming = 
go RI bafones. ver. 6. yet not foaerhe 
were wholly bound ro filence. (ering that ver. 
11. the whole multitude is (aid to bave held their peace, that 
is, te have yeelded te Peters peach, and reaſons. Laftly, 
#3 Silas and Tnda; wereſent with Poul and Batasbas, 
by the Apofile; , and Elder: with the whole Church unte 
Antioch, verſ. 22. fo were the letters written beck in 
the name of them all ts the brethren &t Anticch ver. . 
And although the decrees ts be obſerved by ibe cb urcbes 
of the G-otiles, ( whereof no one, exceptiog Antioch 
had any delegares preſent ) which were alſo part ofthe 
word of and bel Caso, could come from none 
der then the Apoſtles, immediately inſpired by the H. 
Gboſt , they corwithſRanding io the publiſhing of che 
ſame,did dot diſdaiee the conſenting ſuffrage of the bre- 

4% Fel. tren of that par ticular chorch of leruſalem , where the 

Wei. „ afembly was. 

a hing.c. Aud ſurely,if it ever did, or could apperteyn to any 

23. chareh GRe or governers whatſoeverto repreſent the 

church-affemblies,io elections, cenſures.,and other Ec- 
clefiaRticalljudgements aud occurrences i then without 
doubt unto the Apoſtles in an eminent , and peculiar 
manner ( efpechally living in that rude , 1 
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Gate of the cdurch conſidering both bow ſuperlative 
their office was od bow admirable their gifts , and en- 
dowments of the boly Ghoſt, —— with their in+ 
comparable both pletie , and prudence by which they 
were both moſt able, & willing ro promote theChriftian 
faith iv bolynes. And although this cooſtant , aud vni- 
form both pratife, avd inftitution of the Apoſtles unto 
divers politick perſons, ſwelling with pride of fleſhly 
reaſon, diſpiſiag Apoſtolicall fimplicitie , and hd, as 
Ireneus ſpeaks , would be reflifiers of the Apeſile: , ſeem 
worthieof light tegat d, yet to us , who believe with 
Theodorer,ibas we t to reſt in the Apoſlelical,and pro- 
phetical demonſtration: , avd who with Tertullion dec 
dere the ſulner Scriptures , they ſeem of fiagular 
weight, and momeort. 

And whileſt I confider with my (elf in the fear ofGod, 
bow it was the Apoſthes duetieto reach the diſciples of 
Cbrilt to 6b/erve whatſceper be commanded themgand boy 
the Apoſtle Paulteftifierd.tbateven the thingy , whic bhee 
wrote touching order, and comly to be obſerved in the 
cburch-:xerciſes, were the commandements of the Lord, 
a3 alſo bow the ſame Apoſtle clearly prof: ſſeth t hat bee 
and bis fellow officers were onely to be repwred a- 


miſters and ambaſſadour:; of Chriſt , ro wbom therefore in 5 


the ex:cution oftheir othce it was not permitted te do 
or ſpeak the leaſt rhing . which they bad got id charge 
from um. It is unto mea matter Of greatſcruple,and con- 
ſcience, to depart obe bair-breadth (exrracrdioarie acci- 
de mts everexceptec) fromtbeir practiſe, and inftiiurion, 
n any thing truely Ecclefiaſtical, thcugh never ſoſmal in 
it ſelfe © wharſoever , by whouſcrver , and with what 
cobour ſoever is invented, ad impeſed, touching the go- 
veramentof the church which is the howſe and tabernacle 
of the liping Ged. And a partner ic this faith I do bopets 
live, aud die, and to appear before Irfus Chrift » with 
bouldnes io that great avd fearful dey of his coming. 

I add,tba: ſeeing the Chriſtian congregation as the 
ſpouſe of Chriſt, free. and iag : duos; bark the <burch of- 
kcers wHoſorver,as Chi Ieſus der houſbends, ſo alſo 
ber ſtr pants for }eſus ſake, whom undes Christ the truk- 
th with ber eternal ſalvation , and uno whom for 
their labour ſhee oweth wages for relief and mainte-+ 
nancez Confideriog alſo bow much it makes both re 
bet on the diligence of the miniſters, and to inforce 
the diligence of the people , whilſt theſe 00 the one fide 
conſrder with themfelves , bow they have them fet over 
them , whom above oi1bers (bemielves have liked , aud 
made choice of;and nne * 
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fer over thoſe by woe they before others were made 
choice of 1, and elected that which Cypriac bach, ſee - 
ae. meth moſFequall, and of inſtitution merall, and un- 
Bpif.4- cbangeable, that the commenaltie ſtaring God and keeping 
PP: his commundements, ſhould have the ſpeciall hand either in 
chu ſing of worthie Prieſt; , or miviſters,or of rejefing the 
«nworthie which alſo, ſaith be,weſete to be founded upon 
divine author itie. 
The ſame is to be beld of excommunication. Seeing 
that it bebhooveth the Chriſtiac multirade to avoide the 
fellowſhip of the excommunicated, not onely in the 
£ courſe of religion, but even in common, and fainiliar 
converſation (the rights of gatute familie , and 
common wealth ever kept inpviolated)- and that 
„ whom yeſterday I was to repute « brother near , and 
M7. 1 Near is Chriſt , ro morrow I muſt bould as a» Heathen, 
* Cor 7 and Publica, and as. for the defiru im of the fleſh, deli- 
tet” percd to Satin +; whois fo unequal judge, as ut to 
thinke it a moſt equal thing + that the multi- 
tude ſhould clearly , and undoubtedly take 
knowledge both of the beynouſnes of the crimes 
and incorrigable cootumacie of the perſon, after the uſe 
of all means, abd remedies for reclayming bim. This if 
jt be not dene, then doth not the chureb berein live by 
her own, but by ber officers faith ; neither ste ber ge- 
veraers to be repured as ſervants. but Lords onto ber; 
neither doe they exerci/t their office popularilie in the 
church as tbey enght.but Grannicalic,ac they — not, 
by Chrifeſtoms verdit. His wordt ate theſe, He who bear- 
Cie. bimſelfe upon an external and worldly fewer. becauſe hee 
n Epilf.. rules legally, and that men muſt of necefſity ebey him, doth 
Tu. 5. tine, and that mo! without canſe „ertreiſt ant hortive 4 
g4inſt the will, and wel-l1hin of bi, ſubject? But on the 
— 1 who wil be over theft, We beluntari'y ſubentt 
: unte hin. and can him thank, andyet will preſume to dex 
thing: 41 1 elfe li teth, and 4; if bee were to — 4ccount 
2 ef that man rather exerciſtth his anther i- 
16 tyr annjcaly they feel. 
ord God put it loto the bearts of thoſe who bear 
ſway in tbe reformed churctes, to indeavornr the 
g of the ſame with ſuch Elders, as may both 
conRantly.end popularly.diſchargetbeir place, 
ace of thelr own conſciences before God, the 
edification of the Churches over which they are ſer, as 
allo for the abateing, if coraboliſhing, of tbat cos temp 
im which Prelatiſto, and ſupercilious perſons uſeto bould 
theſe lay Elder 1, a4 they call them. 


But now left aoy ſhould take occafion, 22 the 
thiogs 


(35) ; 


things bereſpoken by us,orelſewhere of ei 4 to concehe 
that we either exerciſe amongſt our ſelves, or would 
theuſt upon otbers,any popular or democraticall chureb- 
governmentzmay it pleaſe the Chriſtian Reader to make 
eſtimare of both our judgment. and practiſe in this points 
according to theſetbree declarations following. 

Pirſt. we beleeve,rbat the exterual Church-government 
vader Chriſt the onely medias tout, and monarch thereof 
is plainly ariſtocratical , and to beadminiſtred by ſome See Bod; 
cettain choice men, altbeugb tbe Rate , wybich mante ce 1 


unſkilfully confound with ide government , bee after a men le 


fort popular, and democratical. By this it apperteynsto |, chap.laſt 
the peoplegfreely to vote in eleRtions and judgments * P+ 

of the church : in teſpect of abe other we make accounts 

it beboves the Elders to govern the peopleeven in their” C * 
voting in juſt libertie, given by Chit whatſoever, Let |, \T im. 
the Elders publiquely propound,cud order all things in 5.29 Heb. 
the church. and ſo g ve their fenreuce on them : jet them | 7 
re prove them that ſiu . conviaes the gan- layer , com ſott 
the repeotant , and (o adminiſter al tbiogs according to 
the preſcripr of Gods word : Let the people of faich, 
give their afſent to their Elders boly avd lawful admi- 
niſtration : that ſo the ecclefiaſtical electiors , and. cen- 
furesmay be ratified , ana put ioto ſolemn execuion by 
th-Elders,eyther in y ordination ofoficers after election, 
drexcommunication of offenders after obitinacieir hn. 

2 .We doubt bet but thar the Elders botb lawfully may, 
aud nereffarily eught , andribat by verde oftheir che, | 
to meet apart at times from tbe body of "tbe Church, ro cf 10 
deliberate of fuch things as copcerve ber welfare, as for 1. 
the preventing of things waveceGarie , is for the propa- 
ring ( accordiag tojuſf order ) — — as 
publiquely , and before the people, they may be profe- 
cuted with moſt con vesienete / aud lea trouble that 
may be. 

3. By the people whoſe libertie, aud right in voteing 
we thus avow.end add tor, is matters truly publique 
and ecclefiaticull, we do not vaderitand ( as is hath 1. C10 


pleaſed ſome contumeoUν ro wpbreid eme, aad 4 
children; but one ly mes, aud tbem grown,and of * yg 
rion:making account. that as cbildren by their TY ; 


women by their (ex are debarred of the ufe of 
m the Church, y 


Be CHAP 


CHAP. v. 


Of Holy-dayes. 


1* feemeth not without all leven of ſuperſtition , that 
the Duch reformed Cburcbes do obſerve certain dayes 
couſecrated as boly to the Nativity , Reſurretion,and 
Aſcentioa of Chriſt,and the ſame alſo { as it commonly 
comes to where humain devices are reared up by 
the hde of divine inititutions ) much more holy then the 
Lor de day , by him bimſelfe appointed. 
And for this, firſt we are taught by Moſes, thus ſpes - 
kipg unte the people of Ifracl in the name of the Lord: 
; verily my S hs ye ſhall keepe: for it is a figne berween 
Tred. 31+» „ and you theroughewt your generations; that yt may knew 
FJ» that I am the Lord thas doch ſanflifieon „ that it apper« 
tayns unto God alen (aud to no man, or Angel: u t 
ſanck ite whetber perſos , or thing, ſe to joſticure the 
Agnes, or theans of ſanRtification , of which aomber boly 
dayes are.lad,iftbe Lord as Jehobab , and the Ged of bis 
Iſrael, aud ſupreem Law giver , do ordeyn the 
ificavion ofs day is the decalogve, bo ſar ſhould 
Gods ſervants be, eyther Magiſtrates from takeio g ibis 
Ke 14, nt of God unto themſelves by commanding a boly 
day or lab eds by obſerving it to give the ſame unt 
any other ſlave God alone? 

2. It was nottbelecalt part of Ifracls defeRion,tir& 
#» the wildernes , afteryyards under Jereleu i that they 
erdeyned 4 feaſt to Jehopah , whom th+y repreſented to 
mhemſelves by the goulde a calves which tbey had made. 

3. Seeing that every fir ff day of the weer called by 
Iobu the Lords da) y's conſecrated by Cbiik bimſelfacd 
his Apoſtles ro the memorial of Chrifts refurreRtion,ard 
Gods ſolemn worſhipzir ſeems too much for any mortal 
inan te appoint,or make an anniverſatie memorial (16d 
abe ſame mo ſolemn and ſacte hof the ſave teſut tect i- 
ot ſo to obſerve it. 

Laitly.that you mcy [ſte it was & man, from whom this 
device came aud fo erred,as one (airt g ior to meddle with 
the uncertaintic either of the day of tbe mont b. or month 
of the yeare in which Chriſt was born, as it is moſt cer» 
win on the conttarie, that this x5 of December cannot be 

Abe time, what reaſoo(T would kaoy y 20 be ten- 

Arad, why « day ſhould be conſecrared rather rotte 

birch, clic umciſios, and aſcenfion of Chriſt , then 2 = 
cat 
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dear, ſeving that the Scriprures every where do aſcribe 


" our redemption and ſalvation to his death, and paſhen 
fo ſpecial manner? 
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CHAP. VI. 


Of the celebration of Mariage by the 
Paſtours of the Church, 


Su. and laitly „ we caunct adentto the received 
opinion and pratiſe anſwerable in the Reformed 
Churches, by which tbe Paſtours thereof do celebrate 
marriage publickly, and by vertue of theiroffice:becaule 

1 The bely Scripture ieh inſpired, that the man of 
Ged, that is the miniſter , may be perfitly furniſhed» to 
every good work, doth no Wbete fargiſh or oblige the 
miniſter to this work.“ 

2. Marriage doth properly and mediarely appertaia 
to the family, ( which is primarily framed of man 4nd jhoem. 
wiſe ) and Cirties, and other political] bodies conſiſting cur/ ph. 
of many families. S-condarily, and mediately tothe % ag. 
common wealth; and publique governers of tbe ſame: , 
who therefore weighing their office, and what con- 
cerneth them.doe accordingly, in the low countries, 
comelily, and in good orderty that knott of marriage 
amongſt ſuch their (pbje Rs, as require it at their bands. 

Neither did God 88a miniſter joyn in marriage our firſt Gep.r. 
parents ( as ſome wosle make bim) but as their com- 24 & 2. 
won father byright of creation, and the chiefmaiiter of 22. Chem 
the marriage neither ought the Paſtoars office to be Exam, 
firetched to ante other #fts then thoſe of religion and part. z of 
fuch a3 are peculiar tochriftians-amongſt which marriage mar. 

( commento Gentiles as wel, as ro them) batb no place. PFucs- 
Laſtly,congdering bow popilh ſuperttition hath fo nu; in 
far prevaſled. that marriage io the Romiſh church bath Commen 

cott a room among the ſacraments truly, and vly fo places. 
called, and by Chriſt the Lord inflituted; the celebration, 
and conſecration whereof the patrons,and conſorts of 
that faperſticion wil bave ſo tyed ro the prieſts Hager, Trident. 
tbat, by the decree of Eparifius the firſt, they account the conn fit 
marriage no bettet theninceſinon ;, which the prieft c- © non of 
ſter ate: not; it the more concervs the revered bretbres , e., 
avd Paſtours of the reformed Churches to ſee wato it, Polzd. 
that by rheir praRtiſe they neither doe, not ſeem to ad- Virgil. of 
vantage this poprſh erroor. the rn en 
And theſe are the points of oor difference from rhe Bel- of things. 
church, which ace neither ſo {mali;as 5 13. 

ve 
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defervete be wo 66m eſpecially of chem unto whom 
nothing ſeemeth (mall: which proceeds from the gta - 
cious either mouth or ſpirit of the Lord Leſus: nor yer fo 
great, as to diſſolve the bond of brotberly chatitie, and 
commuvioo. 

If auy now ſhal object that there are yet ober things 
beſide tbeſe,io which we conſort not ſo wel with them, 
nor they with vs; as for example, 2. Io the ſandifi» 
cation of the Lo ids day, is which we ſeeme even ſuper- 
Ritiouſiy rigid. 2. los certaine popular exerciſe of 
propheſie amongſt us. 3 In cur diſlike of the publique 
Tewples , and fundry other indiferevt things, as bey 
are termed, behdes,t bat we are accuſed by ſome for not 
baving in dee eſtimaticn the magiſtrates auiboritie in 
— — 3 I doe anſwer, and hrſt, that in the 
two hr theſe, tbe ſame Churches doe not differ from 


us ia judgement, but iv practiſe : as appeares evidently 


by tbe Hare of the Kelgich $Syncds lately publiſhed by 
S. R. Of ihe former of tbole twWO the gui bot of the fame 
book, teftifierh in bis Dreface tothe KR exder, that the (- 
ned held at Middleterongh in & cla , 1581. did ſuppli- 
care arte te magiſirate, that by bis authority be would de- 
cree the N of the Lords day ateliihing the mani- 
feld abuſes there f. Thar ſonct ihcation then of tbe Lords 
diy whbichibe reformed churches doe endeaveur unto , 
and tlefire to have fortified by the magiitrates av: hotity⸗ 
that xe C anntderingit 4% ſmwedjarely impoſed by 

Ehrift upon bis Churche- } by tbe gfice of God , labour 
to periorm, being therevaro induces by theſe , among 
other leo. 


— — or eo og. 
CHAP. VII. 


Of the ſanAsfication of the Lords day, 


Iced. ide ſavRtificarion ofthe Sabboth is a part of the 
Decalogue, or morall law, wrizrten in tabletof None 
by tbe knger of God of which Coriſt our Locd progoun- 


-cerb,that ne ene joter or title H paſt aw ty Now if it bee 


vi. pothole for one title of the la w to be diſſolved, much 
more for a whole word , or commandement, and one of 
ten ; by which i: ſhevld come to palle , that Chriſtians 
now were bot to count of cen commandements of the 
motalllaw, bur of ayoe onely. ; 

If reply be made that the fourth commandement is ſo 


.cexbwmontal, that potywirhLardipg it dath big met al id it 


en. ume be all ; and taken forthe publique 
N * miviſtery» 


(39) 


miniftery, and excerciſes of religion, Tanſwet : 

1. That the ſame may be faidin generall of theMofſal- 
dal ceremonies whatſoever : all, and every one wherof 
affordern ſomething moral. For inſtance, the Moſaical 
Temple, or Tabernacle had this moral in it , and per- 
teyning to us , as wel as ro the Iſraclites, that it Wat a 
fit and convenient place for the Church aſſembly, Is 
therefore the ptecept for the rabernacle as wel moral,as 
tharfor the Sabboth?Tia it like a part of the deenlogue , 
and moralllaw? Is it alike one of the ten Commande- 
ments ? 

*. Ifthe morall ſan@ifcetion of the Sabbogh tend in 
this,thar ſome time be aſſigned : o the qublicke miniſte- 
rie,thben were the Iſraelites, eſpecially the preifts , and 
Levites, bound to an everie day ſabboth and ſanRtifica- 
tios moral, being bound everie day to offer in the raber- 
vatle,and temple, two young Leinke, the one at morning , 
the other at evening for 4 daily ſacrifice. 

3. If the. ſecoud precept of the Decalogue do io the 
ar mative part injoyn al outward igftitured worſhip 
of God ; theo alſo by conſequence ir requires ſome ſet 
time ( « nawwral circumſtance abſolutely necefſarie to 
everic finite actor ] s which the ume worſhip is to be 
performed. Ia vain then is the fourth commardement, 
and to no purpoſe, if ir injoyn nothing atall, but that 
which was injoyned before, namely in the ſecond 

4, The verie efence of rhe fourth commandment 
confiſts in this, that a day of ſeven be Kept boly . that 
is, ſeparated from common uſe,avd conſecrated to God, 
in which as in a holy day the works ofdivine worſhip, 
andſuch as ſerve for the ſpiritual! man ooght to be ex-r- 
ciſed,as appeares plainly by the reaſon taken from Gods 
example, ypon which rhe commandement is founded. 
Take this away, and tbe life of the precepr ſeemetd to 
ſufer violence. Tbe truly godly take ſome tyme forthe 
exerciſes of Gods worſhip, nor onely publique, and 
Ecclefiafticall, but private alſo, sed domeſticall: yea in 
their cloſttr, az Chiiſt teschetb. Yet are not theſe either 
times, ot places. in which ſuch things are done. then ot bers 
are. Eyther therefore a day in it ſelf muſt be boly , by 
divine inſtirurion » or the Decalogue is maymed in the 
fourth commandement. 

But you wil doubtleſſe object tbe change made from 
the laſt daie , tothe 61ſt day ofthe week.- I gnſwer, 
3 .that change is meerly citcumſtantial,g lo which alſo 
the eſſence of the precepr is not aboliſhed, bat eftabliſh- 
ed. As for example. God premiſed unto children 
duly berewring their parents a long lift in a land (to 7 
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1 


bes. 
2 


2 Cor.$. 
$5. 


Les, 
21. 


x Ce. 16. 
174. 


— either by werd or write afteryeacd. 
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of Canaan, then te be poſſeied by bis people ) which the 
Led thy 4þ4 unte them. The ſame promiſe by the 
Apofties te Hmonie ſtill Rand good to obedient chil. 
dren, tbough out of Cauaar , and in avotber land, fo 
doth the lame precept ſtand ia force for the ſavRification 
of the ſabbotd, though removed to auotber of tbe ſeven 
dayes by the Leeds band. 

2. It is evident rÞbat this alteration was made both 
upon weightie ground, and warrantable authoritie. 
The groucd is Cbriſt our Saviours reſurr:&ion ſtom the 
dead - in which mans new creations (at leaſt in reſpet 
of Chriſt working tbe ſame io the ſtate of humiliation 
for thatend undertaken) was perfeited:a new Rude of 
kingdeme of Ged , after a ſort eftabl ſhed : ard , 25 the 
Scriptures ſpeak , all thing; made new. And why not 
alle a be ſabbotbafrer a tort ? in which yet norwirhe 
ſanding the forme: (as the creation alſo by Chi is 
not ſo properly aboliſhed, as pertited. 

The aniboritie upon &abich rbis chavge leanertb , is ne 
leſſe theo of Cbry bimſelſe who , firſt, by werd of 
mouth for the fortie dayes after bis reſurrefion, taught 
the diſciples the things, which appertezned to the Hire 
of God , thatis , as C:ovin faich, what /cever things they 
2 By 

sexample,orfact,ferting bimſelt in the middet of the 
ſame bis Apoſtles,the firſt de of the wreek , and as Tunius 
ſaih,eperie eight day, til bis aſcenſion into beaten and 
therein not onely blefling tbem with bis bodily but 
much more with bis (piritual , and that ſpeciall 
preſence. 3. By bis ſpirit ſpeaking in bis Apo- 
les, whoſe office it was to teach his diſciples to ob» 
fer ve wen thing sjoe ver he had commanded them , an! to de- 
clare wn'o ther the wohole ©: mnſarl of Ged who alſo in their 
whole mintſttatios were to be reputed none other then 


: the miniſiers of Chriſta" 4 lafily whoſe both writtin(avd 


preachings according'y ) cven gbout der 4nd comlines 
to be Kept in the chured exerciſes were the command- 
ments of the Lr. Agretable bereumo it was, that 
the Apoſtle Paul coming ts T rea: , and there with bis 
companie «biding ſeven de, be did det wil the firſt lay = 
of week the ( wbichyer was the laſt of tbe ſever ) «l toge- 
they the diſciples to tat bread , that is, to communicate in 
the Lords ſupper Hereupe op alſoi: was, tbatth: ſameApos 
fileordeyued, that op eberie gr, day of the week, a5 6D & 
day ſanRified for tbe bol ie i ſſe mbhies ad fiteft for moſt 
effeftual provecations to the ſupplying of the nece fities 
of the poore Saints, eerie wne of the tber ſort, ſbenld 
lay forne thing apart = God bad bleſed hu, for the re- 
het of the Churches: in Syria, at that tyme opprefied 


— — —— 


(#3 

* wich great penurie , and want. Ladly, pes none - 
0 er ground but this, was this day, by lebe theApotile, 
' oed expreſly the Lords day, #4 being conſecrared to R.. 1. v0 
© t be reſurre#ion rd ſervice of the Loed leſus for which Ignat.ad. 
hy end alſo it was kept inthe primitiveCburches, as appen- Arve 
2 reth by moſt ancient and zuthenrick writers. Neither 2% Mar 

did Par, more diſtio&ly denote a certain and known 7. Apd. 


d Hand, and es a certain and krown perſon , then did ,_7 ertal. 
| the Lord: day a day certain, aud known eſpecially unto 4% 766). 

Chriftians,unts whom the Apoſtle wrote, Whereuvato Euſth.l.4 
alſo agveeth tbat of Auftin. TH Lords day is —— 2. 40 
called, breanſt on that day the Lord roſt again,or that by the Pn. 
verte name it might teach. hop it enge to be conſecrated . 
to the Lord. de berth. 
The ſecond reaſon is, becauſe the ſanRification of the ef. 
Sabboth ( be circumRantiall change dot ithſtanding } ſem. 25, 
doth as wel belong t us in our times, to the Iſraelites 
fo theirs; ben ber wee teſpect the Reaſon of the com- 
| _mandement, or the end. The reaſos is taken from' 1be 
' -| exampleof God bimſelf. be reſted the ſeventh day from 
| the works of creation, The end: are, 1 «tbat weframing 
our ſelves roGods example: after fix daies ſpeot in ſervile 
works, or works ef acquifition, might reſt the ſeventh. . 

2. That we mig bt recount with our ſelves , not onely 
With thankfu!,bur alſo compoſed hearts . n } creation of 
mad, cf al othertbingefor man good, ſo alſo bis re-cre- 
ation, & renovation clearly ſhioing jo the refarre&ion 
of Chriſt from be dead 3. That ſequeſtring our bearty, 1 Pe. 1, 
tongues. bands from everie ſereile Krk“ ſo far et bu- 
mai lofirmitie wi! bear) we might conſecrate toGod a 
eertaiy aud ſet time & day, for the works of pietie to- et. 
| wards bim, and of charitie towards men. And albeit 3 
| the fate of Iſrael of old compared with ours, was 
| 


„n 


childiſh. and elementarie.and ſo needed the more belps ads 
both for reſtraing, and ſupportance; yet have dt we at- 4. 
tained to ſuch wmanlike perfeR&ion, as that we need none 
| arallin his kinde, 
| And (got to mrddle with the rable of Chriſtiane # 
whoſe averſnes from the due ſanRifcation of this day 
| gives no obſcure teſti monte that tbe ſame is ſacred, & 
| of God,from which their prophane converſarion fo mock 
abborreth y bow beboofrull, and beceſſene it is for the 
true worſhippers of God, tba: for ſom» certaio,ond whole 
' day they ſhould emptie, and difburden their bearrs of 
dheir earthly cares ( rbougd in themſelves lawfu } that 
* they might wholy conſecrate themſelves to God . pe- 
bliquely in bis bouſe, and privately in their eyynzjpertly 
by preparingtbemſclves,and theirs for the * Nor- 
IPs 
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Mp, and miniftrie, & parily by calbing to minde io ibem - 
ſel ves, aud injſtruRting , aud examining of tboſe which 
belong unto tbem , a» they ough! , touching the tbingy 
Which they bave publiquely beard; as alſo ian miditate- 
log of the moſt glozious works of Gods hands, the 
verie experience of everie godly , and devout man may 
teach bim. He that ſels bimſelſe to the boly , and fevers 
obſervation of this the Lords Sabbatb,turning away bis 
foot from the Sabbath, net to de that wherein be delighterh, 


en the Lords hely day ,and calling the $ abbeth « delight,the | 
bely of the Lord,and benowrable, and ſhall hencar him , not | 


doing bis own wayes er performing bis own pleaſure,or 
Speaking hi: ones word: pthen ſhal be delight bimſelfe in the 
Lord, and be wil canſe hin toride mpon the high p laces of 
the earth, ond feed him with the heritage of I acob his father, 
becau ſt the month of the Lord hath ſpoken it: Where as on 
the contrarie,noman dotb or can negleR tbe ſame with- 
out apparent tej udice and wrong te piezie, aud goed. 
nes both in himſelfe, and thoſe uoder bim. Te let 
paſſe ober things , bow eaſily doth this thought Neale 
iato the heart not thoroughly perſyraded of the bolyzes 
of this day? what cow ! Tete is inthe day no boly- 
nes by Gods appointment, ſave onely, az init, the py» 
blique ſermons of the church with prayer , and thank(» 
giving are to befrequenred , and performed : for me to 
be preſent at every lerwon , ſpeciallic made in the city 
both en tbe Lords day,avd every orber day of 5 week, my 
ſpeciall calling aad worldly 2A wi! got permit: Be- 
fides, ie were veriecommod.ous fer me on this Lords day, 
to wake aud offuch or ſucba work which I bave is 
d. to deal io (ucb a bufines , to undertake ſuch a jours 
ney 3 And what ſhould binder me from ſo doing ? But 
provided al wares. upon this condition , that locke whar 
this day wanis.the morrow,or next day (hal plentifully 
ſupply:or,if it ſo fall out, thorough mide importunate 


— 


butines, that I bee ſomerbing more debhinde this week in | 


theſe things wil certaioly , and at the farthet , the 


pext week be ſo much the more frequent in them,and fo | 
make God,and wy foul amends. And wby(as is the guiſe | 


fill debtert) wil got men defire.and take longer day, 
even to imovibs,end years — ras dow on ibe 
one ſide the beart of mad is dayly faſter taken and beld 
by tbe bait of worldly profit , and pleaſure ;and on tbe 
other, lee affeRtioned to Gods boly word by the leſſe 


frequent bearing of it. Aad beace , alaiſe , cometh it ta 


paſs,tbat tt oe pietie languiſherb ſo much in the moſt. aua 

with it ſuch etber chriſtian vertues ar ule to accompavie 

. Hence fey thoſe tears et forrowy , and _— 
* 


(43) 


which as true cbriſtiav caſing his eyes upon the refor« 
med churches can forbear, 

The third Reaſon is taken from that Apeſtolicall de- 
termioation ( wreſted by many tes contrarie meanjng } 
Coloſſ. 2.16.12. Les no man therefore judge you in meat 
er drink,cr in reſyeſ of 4 fta or e meone,or ſabbathr: 
which are he ſhadow of good things te com but the bodie is 
Chriſt. Whence it appearech more then plainly,y onely 
thoſe ſabbaths ate aboliſhed by Chrifts comming ia the 
fleſh, wbic > were types and figures of Chriſt to come, of 
which ſort as there were not 8 fevy inſtituted of God by 
Moſes,ſo doth this Apoſtle bete, aud elſwyhere ſufficients 

ly declare tbe abrogateing · and aboliſhing of the ſame by 
Chriſt, Bot ther tbe Sabborb of wbich we now ſpeaks 
comes in that reckening we plainly deny, 

For, 1. In its primary ioſtiration Gen. 3. there cat 
nothing be found not wholly morral. Let a man bave- 
ing as many cies as Argus, ſea rab the ſame vy candle, be 

ſeekes (as we ſay ) a knot in a bulruſh , if be think © fd 
in l / any eith - ſhadow ofChriſt,or ſhadow of ſhadow. 
If any ſha! except, that God by Moſes did enjoyn unte 
the Iſraciites the ſanRification of this dey , that it might 
be @ ggne between him, and 1 ſr ael a hroughout their gener 4- 
n, 1148 they might know , that be is the Lord that doth 
fſantifie theme. Ide anſwer, firſt , io the werds of Armi- 
nid, that the A raſon wpen which God did after wardi cm- 
mend wnto bis people , the ſanftification of the ſabboth le- 
cauſe it was 4 figne betweenGod and his esp, that it was 
Jehopah that ſanthified them, may be 2 to the timer of 
the new teftament , and further with them 41 ſo the ſabboths 
ſanttification, 2. Admit that this aſe were ceremoni- 
al,acd typical ia the fourth commandement , yet were 
there noforce in theconſequence from one cod and 
typical, and ceremovial ,ſuperinduced , and brought in 
apo the precept,to prove the precept it (e!fceremonial, 
and rygcal in tbe inftiturion. By the ſame reaſon it may 
be affirmed, that oth the Covenant ef God made wich 
Abrabam. wil bethy Grd , and the God of thy e. alſo 
the right of the fir ſt born, tor a double porvion , and many 
things more of like conſideration , were merely cetemo - 
nall , and typical, ſeeing that even vote them alfo, were 
annexed,and that by Gods appointment divers typicall 
and tempora! teſpecte of which not1with/t apdivg none 
ſoundly minded wil deny + that the oue 134 evangelical, 
and the etber naturall. 3. Confidering that the ob- 
fervation of this ſabborb Wes either iFfoyned (43 1 per- 
ſwade my fete it war from Geneſis. 2, 1,2, 3+ and 
Bxodus. 16, 36, 30.) to Adam, in invocency and not 
yet 
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T44) 
| yer odio Ekrift-or at leaſt , (hat the reaſon of the a. 
ſtituti d fit rhe fate of ipvocencie as Wel, a2 it did 


be Uſrflelines afterward 1 do undoubtedly conclude,that 
the ſame Sabboth in the primarie.ond efential infliruti- 
on therof is not to come upon their file, which as the ba- 
; . of future things had C hrift for the body . 
Fourthly , 1 argue from that premevition of Chriſt, 
| Matth. 24,20. Pray that yewr flight be mot in winter on 
Mat.:4, the Sabboth. Iam not igrorant bow the moſt divioes 
20 both ancient, gad later do underſtand this ſermon (23 
Cin. Ciriſohom faiid) asmude of the Jewes, ſeeing that, av 
bow. 77.0cx the ſame authour hath it , arither the Apoſtles didebſerve 
Matizq, tht Sabboth day, meither yer were they in Tudea when theſe 
things were dent of the F conan; many of thembaying depar» 
| red this life, and the ref Of anie ſurvive: Y aving beſtowed 
them/etpes iner places. But (with due reverence to them 
al be- t ſpoken It ſermetb by the text to be otderwiſe- 
For.r. Chrict wade vot this ſermon to the Tewwes + as 
yr . Ie Nes, but to bir diſciples,avd thoſe alone. ond the ſame 
comming wnte bim ſecretly ts be tagte by him + whom be 
forewarned in te ſame place bevy tbat Grft at the bands 
1? of the Iewes io Yuden, and after , of the Gentiles every 
| were , they ſhould be evil iotrested for bis names ſake, 
V-3:4+9.25-26-w ith Luke 21.12 Secondly,our Saviour, 
in ſaying, Pray 36, makes it plain,tbat be ſpeaks of them, 
end their aſocieves unte whom be ſpeakes , to wir, Chri- 
| ſtians. Laſtly bow could ir bee that Chriſt, bo by bis 
death goow drawing ſo dente os that there wos bete 
Rep ante it) wartoabrogate , and aboliſh all einn 
; ertemoules , and ſhadowes , ſhould fo carefully pro- 
vide for the ſo religious obſervation of a fhadowiſh,and 
[ ; caremoniall fabboth - and that not for a day of two, 
but for ſo Wee years after tbe ſame bis death Could 
any thing more weightrie be ſpoken by Cbriſt, or which 
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—— 
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/ could moredeeply imprint in the bearts of met a rel gi 

; ( on: regard ofthe Labbord + then that it bebooved them 
g to obteine by prayer at Gods bands . that they migbt 

| 7 not be cot ſtreiged unto that thing altbough permitted 
1 them of God in caſe of urged / neceffitic , which might 
; violate and interrupt the publique, and ſolemn ſanctifice- 
7 tion thrreofy lt is true theo ich Chriſoftome ſaith. i hat 
the A peſiles did not cb ſerve the Sal loth. to wit, lewiſh: bot 
the Chriftiac Sabbotb, or Lord: day they did wndoub- 


dy celebrate. 

The bft od laſt Reaſon may be fetcbr from the verie 
Gevtiles rbewſelves, who dite Red by ibe glimps of the 
hgbt of nature, bow darkly ſorver ſhiveing in —— 
beit holy daes, and fore of the ſame (uch, as iwwvhich 
nt 


Aer 


u 


' to propbeſie publiquely. 


(45) 
not ſo much ar the pleading , and determiniag of ſuites 
were admitted It ſoemerh catural. that ſome day, aud 
moraltbat ſome day certain, and diftio& be ſacred anto 
Gadrend the ſame (48 Tunius faith) every th day : 
in which med forbeariog al ſervile works, may conſe- 

crate,and give themſelves to God in tbe duties of pierie, 
and ofcbaritie to men. Which with what hinderavae unte 
the one, aud other is evet ie where neglected , can ſcatſe 
either be uttered, or conceived, For what marvail if up- 
an the overſlipping of the moſt ſeaſonable ſeed-time, a 
flender barveit follow ;or tha: the market day being neg - 
lecte d] penurie of provifiea ſhould bee foond io the 
family;We cbriitians have the Lords day by the Lord 

brit gffigned us for the exerciſes of pietie, and mercie, 
in which be offers,and exhibits bimſelfe in tbe fruits of 
bis gracious preſence in a tingular manner to be ſeen, 
and injoyed of bis. religiouly obſervin} tbe ſame. Let us 
at oo hand( as alike wowiadfull of Gods ordinance and 

mans infirmitie){ufFer the fruit of ſuch a benefic to dy in 

our hands but let us accerdiagly acknowledge the 
ſame in thought, word, and work , to his bone, aud 
our own good. < 

— — 


cu Ar. vi. 


Of the exerciſe of Prophecte. 


T are they( whoſe names] forbear,for their credits 
ſake Ibo bave not ſpared , and that in their pub - 
lique writings.to lay to our charge , that we wil aveds 
have al,and everie member of the Church a Propher, and 
With what mindes they ler 
looſe their tongues to utter theſe, and manie mo moſt 
falſe and abſurde vituperies agaioft vs, weleave it toGod 
to judge, Wo kaowerth: with what conſcience, avd de- 
ſert of credit iberein, unto ther Chriſtian Reader) into 
whoſe hands this our Apologre (hal come 
We learn from the ApoltlePaul Cor 14.3.tbat be who 
n wo men te edifieation , exhortation, 
cmfert: wich to perform conveniently,and as be- 
comes the church-aſ-mblie, we make account comet 
within«be compaſs but of a fewy ofthe multitude; bappily 
two of three in each of our churches , confideriog their 
weak,and depreſſed eſtate .Tourbing propbefe s benwe 


"think be veric ſaine , that the Synode beld ar Embden 


1571 Yath decreed in the ſe words, 1. In al churches, 
whether but ſpria ging up. er grew fo [one ripentslet he 
erder of prophe þ- be lere, accordin to Pani; inline - 
than, 2, Jute the feliowſbip of this qrorh arc te be adwiit ed 
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un onely the miniflers + but the teachtrs e, 47 alſo of the 

Elders and LAC, thence Firhe multitude , which are 
2» Co.. willthg to confer — 9.5 recerped of ed, to the communs 
13. wrilitie of the Church:but e they fir be allowed by the 
jugdment of the miniſlers , and others. Abd as the Apoſtle 
ſome timesſaid, webelebe,C7 ther c ſpeak. ſo becauſe 
wee beleeve wich the Belgick churches, that this exer- 
ciſe is to be obſerved in al congregations, therefore we 


alſo obſerveitin ours. Of this our both faith and practiſe ; 


Late i. We bavetbeſeamongſt other ſpecial foundations . 


46 47. The firſt we ferch from the examples in the lewZeiſh 
C:h.4. cbur cb · V dere liber tie both for teaching and diſputing 
15.46. pudliquely both in remple and ſyoagegue , war freely 


AG N.4., giveo ts al gifted accordingly , witbour reſpeR bad to 
with1ii, any okbce, 
19.10; lay object, that tbe examples of Chriſt , and the 
a1. >, Apoſtles in this caſe are incompetent , ſeeing that Chriſt 
13.14.15 Was furniſhed with bis emu, and the Apoſtles with bis 
15.C ch, authoritie:be alledgetb that which is true io it ſelſe, but 
23.14.25, to ſmal purpoſe > confidering we lay not our foundation 
16 Ct. imnthis, that Chriſt and bis Apoſtles ſo did butio that 
libertie ſo to do,wasalwayes.and in al places granted, 
and ſometimes offered them. This libertie tbey obteyned 
not by the autboritie of Chriſt, yebicb rhe Rulers of the 
& Synagogues and Temple no more acknowledged then 
they did Cbriſt himſelſe but by tbe order then tecei ved. 
and fill continued to this day amongſt the Ile e, that 
Ter 1.1 they whom wich the Scriptures they cal wiſe men, with- 
out al regard of publique ofhce,hawing any word of exbor« 
1 . 3. fation tothe people, ſhould ſa op , as we baveir written 
234. 1Cor AR.13-23 . Whereunto | ad , that divers. ofthem in 
3 +20, whom wee inſtance were furniſhed with no ſueb autbo- 
titie ſpecially from Cbrit. 
The ſecond we take from the Apeſtle Paul 1. Cor. 14. 
where to tbe ful, be informeth the church at Cotiotb of 
Ber the order of ther exerciſe, which tbey bad formerly vio- 
Ae i lated. Which whole order (according to Ber) apparents 
1 Cor 14. ly taken from the received cu lem in the lewiſ Synapogurs. 
peſt alſo. b Which cu ſion (faith Petet Martyr) freeing it was ef od 
dt tenen. buh good ue in the ſynagegues of the Texwer , the 
Pet. M r- Apeſile diſachs net te tranſfer it to the church of Chriſt, 


$17.09, Of which alle be renders this reaſon, becauſe it was not 4 
Ce. 14. legdl cerernnenie but ſerves to the edification of the Church, 
13. Itehis be ſo + then muſt they needs rake tbeit markes 


anifſe,vebo imaginetbattte Apoſtle in this place ſpeaks 
- oftbtextracrdivarie gift, aud exerciſe of propbefie. And 
although it be dot like, t bat tbe Cburch of Corinth was, 
in that ſo plentious eFubon of tbe gifts of the ſpirit , Al- 
TITD 


— 
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togetber deſtitute of extr2ordioary prophets, yetthat the 
Apoſtle did dot ia that place aime at ibem, maybe proved 
by mauy mo, and the ſame (asTrbiokffirm arguments 
drawn from the ſelf ſame text. Which that I may do tbe 
more commodieuſly,tbeprudent reader muſt cal rominde 
that # porn the foundation of the extracrdivarie prophets , as 
wel avof the verie Apoſile: the church s built ; and that 


- thatmyſterie of Chriſt,by the ſpirit immediately , and in- 


falliblie ivligbiniog tbeir minde, was io the ſame mas- 
ner, thougb not in al in the ſame degree,repealed to them 
and the otber. 

This ſo coofidered, 1. It ſeems altogetber unprobabley 
that ſo inane Prophergof this ranke( altbough iufer iout 
in gifts) ſhould have beene found in that one ſmal con- 
gregation , 2s the Apoſtle iofinuates vet. 24,9, 3 r.thart 
Cotiatb bad. 

2. The Prophets in Corinth got onely behaved them- 
ſelves inordinately in the church, but — as by i- 
rerpreters from ver. 29, od 32 is generally delivered ) 
were ſubje& to errour in the verie AofRrine which they 
propounded;Which to affirm of the extraerdinarie pro- 
Pbers,tboſe ſkilful ma iter · builder. who togetber with 
te Apoſtles laid f ſoundat ion. togethet participated in y 
ſame holy ſpirit, ſeemet h not a lit le to ſhake the founda- 
tion of Chriſtian religion. And if one of theſe extracr- 
diaarie propbers might erre, why nottbeyaPAnd if the 
Prophets, why not the Apoſtles. Aud if they might erre, 
bow ſheuld it appear-that they have not ered? And ſo by 
conſequence , what eitber then was, ot now is the firm 
net and certaintie of the Chriſtiao faitb? 

3. Seeing that tbe Ayo dle ver. 34.35. injoyns women 
deep filence in this church- exercile, dot petmittiog them 
atal ro ſpeake 3 it ſeems moſt plain that be hatb oo ee, 
not reſpeR at al, tothoſeenxtraordinarie gifts and en- 
dowments of propbeſie authoriflng even women furni- 
ſhed with them, to ſpeak publiquely, aud in mens pre- 
ſence ,as appears in Miriam, Deborah. Huldab, Anna, as 
alſo even in lezebel ber ſelf in regard of order, and 
ot bert. 

Laſtly, the Apoſtle ver. 36. upbraideth thoſe verie 
Prophets unto whom be ditecteth bis ſpeech, as ſucd, as 
from wle the word of God came not: but witbout cauſe, 
yon without notable injuric if they were extracr- 

inarie Propbets,that is · inſpited with the boy Ghoſt, 
add bis immediate inſtruments : ſeeing that from theſe, 
kinde of Propbets,a8 wrel as fromPauly Apoſtle the word 

God came,tbough in different degtee, end meaſure. 

The third foundation of this exerciſe is laid iv the 
manitou 
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i Theſs waniſould,and ſame moſt excellent ends a i fe oe 

19.29. % dythis mencs. 4. That God may be gl 5 -wy od 
Ti. s eberie one doth adminifier te another the gift , which 

_ * hath received , 4s good diff enſer : of the mani £ «e 

Ae. apy Ged 2. Thai the frrit be wot extinguiſhed, that is, 

th cap., be gift of propbehe , or teaching: is which it 


2 may lo come to paſſe, that ſome in tbe church, rhough 
Se latch, e miniſters, mayexcell the verie paſtours them- 
2 ſelves. 3. That ſuch ay are to bee takes into the 
Stretag. miniſterieoftbe church, may both become, and appear 
ſaith, pag. apt to teach. This ſeeing tbe Apoſtle would bave done, 
168, 169, de wovldqueſtionleſſe have ſome order for the doing of 


Luke 2, it: which,excepting this of prepbefie, we bave none of 
40. 4; Apoſtolicall joftiturion. 4. Tbat the doAtior of the 
"mY cburch-may be preſerved pure, from tbe iofeRtioo of et · 
AR. 17 dur Which is far more eahlie corrupted, ben ſomeone 
C& 18 24, 27 two alone ie the church ſpeak al, aud al the reſt bave 

deep. & perpetual lilefce enjoyned (bem, 5. That things 


— — 16. dovubrtul avhog iv tgüchiag may be cleared . thiogs ob- 
35 ./ ſcure opened thing erroneous convinced; laſtly,that as 
ecel bij.1.6 by the bearing rogetber of two ſtones fire appeareth, fo 
c£.32.36, 2% the light of the truth more clearly ſhine by diſpu- 
1.Cer.14, tations, queſtioos, aud anſwers modeſtly bad, and made, 
4:24.25. and as b sthe church of Saints,aed worke of God. 
Ane $: For tbe edification of the church , and converkon of 
21. 4e them tdatbelecve dot, aud this the ratber becauſe it ap- 


Sadel. 4. Perieydetb dot properly to the paſtours,as Paſtours, to 
gt turn goats or wolves into ſheep , but tetbet to fred the 
Torr. ger fxckand lbeep of Chriſt,in which the H. GN hath made 
7.65 68. theme herſrer . . And lay, eff by excluding the c- 
Pet. M art % and multitude fromChurch affair:,the people of God 
$9.3 .Cor, be devided. C7 charitie leſſened and familiar itie & goodwil 


19.24% be extinguiſhed betyeen the order of miniſters & people, 


"ib — 
Of Temples. 


To ſpeak notbing of the office of tbe Chriſtian magi- 
See Calp. itrare in demoliſhing the monuments , and ſuarevof 
N i IHolairie( which theſe Temples want got. if themſelves 
If. be not ſuch ) account that the contideration is one of a 
: temple azatemple.tbat is, a boly place, as it is counted 
Tet. Mart of the moet  confecreted either to Gods bio ſelf, or te 
PIE A 1m? ſome Saivt( made therein a falle God though beiogn 
10.37, tur Saint)whoſe pawe it beate and wb ch for its wag- 
witicent building , and ſuperiticions form agrees far bet · 


1 


(49) 
we to the Komiſh religion . pompous » and. idoletroug 


plicitie .. And another + and rhe ſame far divers , of 
»0) place although in tbe houſe ſometimes coulecrmed for _ 
2 loch a remple, partly natural, which is fimplie neceſſary p 
— every finite ation x partly civill, in which the church ** 
ph way well and conveniently aGembletogetber . The for= 
mer uſe 1 deem altogether uniawfull i the latter not ſo, 
be but lawfull, provided alwayes that the opinion of boli- 
pa nes be remeved , and withall ſech — of ſaperſti- 


* tion, as where with chiogs lawfvil in clves are uſue” 
of | ally Rayned. 

* ——— — — — 
y CHAP. 


X. 
ne N . % : 
70 Of chovgs Ferent. 
wW A do fo repute m things as indiferent,or me 
as in themſelves & be own narure (& as houiding a 
ſo | middle place as it were, between the tbiogs n__ c- 
u- | minded, end be things fimplic torbidden of God) as 
le, | that the ſame things being once drawn igtouſe, and 
d. practiſe, do neveſlarily undergoe the reſpeRt and cone 
of } fGderation of good or evil. This the Apoitle teacher, 
p- Corieth. 28. is bis ſo diligent warning the church of 
to | Corinth, that «ll things be dane decenth i d, d 
the edification. The things then thus accounted indifferent. 
de } when tbey over come into uſe io the church 1 de either 
„ | work the exerciſes of religion tbe more comely,orderly s 
od and edificative.,aod gre ſuch as without which,the ſame 
rj } exerciſes caovo: be performed but coafuſedly, vacoweli 
le, } ly-and gofreitfully.or leaſt is part , or els they ſwarve 
from the Apoſtolicall Canon, With this cormmundmnes 
— | oftbe Apoſtle.yea of Chrift the Lord, agrees the rule of 
the pbylolopbers, T be accoſſorie follow #1h the nature of the 
ncipall, For example , Let the principall, as they 
peak, be ſome natural good thing.tbe verie leaf acceſo- 
fie or ciicumitance , by which this priocipal is rightly, 
gi- and orderiy farthered. and promoted undergoes alſo = 
rof | wonfiderarion of s nawurs! good, The ſame rule boulds in 
ves | *Rionscivil:wuch more in tbe things, which apperteim 
fa | we religion.avd Gods werſhip.I therefore cobclude, that 
6d | The lea rite, or ceremonie ſerving rightly, & orderly re 
ts | fortber —— aft , aqd exercite of religion, dos 
ga , Worthily ebreys,after a fort, the reſpeRt and denoming- 
ag- | of — ecclefaſtical good thang which 
—_—_ a@ i\ir do not truely,aod efettunlly promote 
eadadyance;ition vain addition at the beſts beſeaming + 


* 
| c onely 
| 


90 it is then to the Reformed » and Apoſtolicall fim- 88 


(ro) 
Warr, ovely vaſe —— perſons , which worſhip God fs 
». 


ate, ta ach. drias 1 mans traditions + ſeeing What- 
ver, is to be done in the chutch, is alſo, aud firſt to be 
taught. That ſo it may be done. | 0 
2. Whatſoryer hath beirg in nature, is ſome certais 
. thing firſt, and properly » and ta be reduced ſome cer- 
min,coddiftiat bead. Now al things wbasſeevet in ufes 
either in, or about Gods worſhip, may add wuſt be te- 
ferred necefariely to ſome ons of theſe three beads, Ey- 
ther they are things catural,and fimplic necefarie to the 
exerciſe; of which ſort are the catural circumſtances of 
time, and place, without which no finite a&i» 
on can be performed : alſo for the admioiſtcing of Bap- 
tiſm, eſthers ſonte of other veel to bould water: and 
— for other adjoint abſolutely neceCarie for the ad mi · 
miſtriog of the Aeg of the Church : of ſecondly, 
whey — cia Melee 10 for example, A — 
vevient place in wybich the church may copvenientlys 
and comſily meet togetbet , not a ſable , ot ſwyaſtices 
alfo that habit of the miniſter , that covecing of the L. 
Table, thoſe miniſtring vefſels,god other acceſories, and 
appurtenavces whatſoever , without which the boly 
things of God,cannot be diſpenſed ſo civilly ,and comely 
ad is meet. Or laſtly, they ate properly things (acred,and 
hoty;and by conſequence. patu of extegaal divine wor- 
up and the ſame eitber commanoded hy God , «nd fa) 
——_ of man deviſe.and therefgre ſuperſtitions. 
Now Hany Mel further a«k me 1 what poreer then l 
aferibe cyther to tie civil magiſtrate, or Charch-govers 
mers for making lawes about things indifferent ? I an« 
ſover rouching Church-governers tf, being to treat by 
Katt 46. and by of the Magiſtrate, that vo ſuch power » to ſpeak 
31 MA. do yroperly,briongs unto them; at being vet Lerds but ſer- 
f. Ace. of the church, under Chrift the onely Lord thereof: 
9.1 Peter. exerciſing. a, ſaith Auſtin, from Cbriſt, and the Apo- 
BY. $- Mes 4 minifferie , not 4 Lordſhip: and we tbete- 
«Auguſt of fare art te liars, rn il be content with their ſias - 
obe cite of e » which God bath A them, that 4 weed - 
9.4119. — becomes them, then « ſee ter. a Bernard ſpeak- 
Bern.of eh. For to make lawes, by a!] mens gravet,belonge to 
Conſ.lid.2 them, ond rberd evelys who do ſway ſceprers, or are 


— 


Lords at le. 
Moreever the holy (criptures everle where teach, bet 
- the bigbrt Church-officers, aud governers, are hut . 
Jews yanidours of God, nnd inttrpreters, and proclaymers 
.. l. orcryert of bis word. Bot neither an pmbaſſadonr wor in 
9.7. reryreter mor eryer . no ner the herald. ile meff h , of 
tf proviaymerieot publifliens of Lid, icon 2 707 

ing 
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thing net diſpoſe of the laat matter by bir evon anthorivite 


as Iuniuslayth rightly. It is certaio, that the governers 


- of Churches do ſtand in nerd of wiſdom and difcretion 


for the epptying. & determining of tbe common rules of 
order and comlynes taken from y Scriptute, & common 
ſenſeg to certain caſes, and according to cenain circum- 
fances Dt what makes this for the power of makin 


lawsin } Church ? wbich as M. Perkins makes account, Perk. 
is a part of Chriſts prerogative royal: conkdering witbal, Chain. 
that meytber the Cdurch,nor the meancſt member thereof chop, 16. 


is farther bound uoro theſe their determinations, them 
they appear to agree with order, and comlines geitbhet 


arethemiviſters in any thing at al, (as are the magiſtrates e oy 

in manie things ) to be obeyed for the autheririe of thi wu; Cats. 
commannder but for the reaſon of the commandment, which ,» Cm. 
the miniſters are alſo bound in duetie to manifeft;, , 


ard approve unto the conſciences of them over ot eg. 


they are ſet. 


_— n 


CMA. II. 


Of avill Magiſtrates. 


Go ——— 


1 YI} Bbeletre the verie ſame touching the civil Magi 


Rate with the Beigick reformed Churches , 

willingly ſubſcribe to their confefion : and the more; 
— bat is by many reſtreyned to the Chriſtian 
Magittrate,they extend indefinitely, & abſolutely to the 
Magiitrare whomſoevrer. And that ſurely upon good- 
groued:leving the magiſtracie is one, and tbe powet the 
ame bet ber tbe perſon be chriſtian or beatben:veicber 
is there wanting in an deatben magitnerſedpots mighe 
rule as be ought) autbortie of ordergbut wilef perſon: 
neither 15 dis power increaſed by the acceſhon HU 
avitie, but cocly ſanct ned , as is firſt bis perſon, T 
Prince rules over bis ſubjeRs, as be is a Piece aud they 
ſubje@ts h pl. not as faithful or chriſtian , be or they« 
Onely Chriſt tbe Lord of our faith bath tbe fairbfulli{as 
faicbfull ) for bis ſfubjets seither art the ſubjeftiof 
Age a1ſubjeits ani part of the church, but of the A- 


Befides,there is one and the ſame chriſtian faith of the 
Prince aud ſubie@ , and al things common unto boths 
Which ſpring from the ſame; ſeeing that is Chriſt Je. 
there i; neither ſerpant,ner free-man, I ad peitber magh» 
Rrate, not ſubjet , bus of are ens in kim, As 

C a den 


2 (ra) 
Sour, Bo net the leaſt er of publique adminiſtration 
comes to the ſubzeRs by their cdriftiavitie ; ſo neither is 
the Princes, thereby at al increaſed. And indeed bow 
aan it? The magiſtrate though a Heathen bath power, 
64 the eber of God for the good of bis ſubjefr to com · 
mand and procurein ad by good, lawfe!l manner, 
and means , whatſoever apperteines either to theſt oa - 
vural, or ſpiritual life . ſo tbe ſawe be not contrarie ts 
Gods word + upon which word of God iſit beat, God 
forbid . thattbechriſ.iao magiſtrate ſhould take liber - 
vic to uſe or ratber abuſe bis aurberntie for the ſame : 
Which yet if be do eytber the one, of other. wbe- 
ther by commanding what God forbids , or by forbid« 
ding wha: God commaunds , (ſeeing it comes dy the 
favir of the perſon, dot of tbe office , the ſubje@ is nor 
freed from the bond of allegiance , but is (till tyed to 
obedience as ative for the doing of the ibiog comman=- 
— if it be lawfull , ſe — vnlawfull, by (uf. 

rig patienily the pun * though unjuſt! 

24.4. J. wy K 4 
 Lakfy. if any civil. & coaftive pot io things whetbey 
civil or ecchehaſtical. come toy wagiltrae, by bis chi- 
anity tes if it fo fall our that be make defe@ion from 
the ſame wherber by idolatrie, or berefie,or profacencs, 
N moſt follow that tberupos bis Kingly power is dimi- 

viſbed ard zbridged; whereby bow wide a window ot 
gate father would be opened io feditions ſubjefts voder 

Nieten ( fpecially catbolick) of religion, to raiſe tu- 

mul in kingdoms,po man ca be ignorant. 


nnn. 
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CHAT. XII. 


Of the Church of England. 


Heve remains one, God (ber s great mattrrof except 

on ageioft us, sed the fame the fouoraio well nigh 
Of all oor calamitie: to wit, that we ſeem evill-aFrited 
nownrds the church of England , and fo averſe from 
the ſa eat ther wwe do vo lee then make a plain ſeceſ- 
fon, cod (epararion from it. 

I anfover , Firſt , that our fayth is not negative: as 
Papiſts uſe to obie® to tbe Evangelicall churches , nor 
whichconfits in the condemning of otbers,and —— 
their names our of the bead-rou! of churches, but in the 
edifying of our ſelves: neitber require we of any of ours 
© the conſe fon of their ſaytb, that they eitbet te- 
Bounce , of is one word ce with the <burch of 

, Kogland, 


"Church of Chriſt, rightly collefted , and conſthe 1 


(3) 
Eagland, whatſoever the world climonrs of us this 
way. Our faith is founded upon tbe wiitiogy of the 
prophets, and Apoftles , in which oo mention of the 
church of England 1s wade, We den ir our dete 
what is found in em, to beleeve with the beart to righ- 
neon ſme 1, and to confeſſt with the tongue to ſalpation. N 
Secondly we accord( as far as ibe Belgick and other ,, 
Reformed cherche) with the church of England in 
the Article: of frith,and beads of chriſtian religion pu- 
blifhed io tbe name of rbat church, and ro be found i 
the Harmenit of the Conſe: fron: of fayth., 
Torrdly, if by the church be underſNood the catbo- 
Ack cburch diſperſed upon the face of the whole earths 
we do williogly ackoow!edge , thet « gest part 
thereof, and the ſame üble, and conſpicuous is tobe » x 
found in the land, od with it, doe profeiſe and 
praftiſe whot in us layes, communion in all things 
in themſelves lawful. and dene in right order. 

But and if by the word cburch be underſtood a ſpirit» 
al po':tick body, ſuch as was in ber time. che charch of Tf- 
yetll;andin bers the charch of A ome, Corinth, the ſeron 
cler of od otbers with them partating of the 
lame Apoſto!ical conſtitution. and as unto which do ap» 
perieyn the Oracles of God ſacraments.cenſures, gover - 
ment, avd miniſterie ecclefiaſticall, with other ſacred 
inſtitutions of Cbriſl il canno: but confeſſe. and profeiie 
(tbough with great grief) that it {s to us matter of ſeru- 
ple. which we cant overcome,to give that honour uae 
to it, which is due from the ſervants of Chriſt to the 


tuted. . 
And, that there may be place left io f eyes of the 

dent Reader for our defence io this caſe , fo far forth as 

equitie tod reaſon will permit, be muſt once. and agaim 

be iotreated by me, ſeriouſly to weigh with bimſelf,and 

in bi, beart, this ove advertiſement following. 

That « man mey doe & thing truely plaafing s | 

and acceptable ro God, it ſufficerd not that both 1 0 

doer in bis perſon be accepred of God, the thing done 

eommeunded by God , and that be do it with goods 

and boly affeftion before God , except witholl, au 

get be be polſefſed of that Rage, and condition of 

life, which way aford bie « lawfull calliog to thas 

work. Thet a mae, though never fo , with ; 

never ſs good a minde, ſhoeld exerciſe the offices 

or do (though the beft) works of a Magiftrate, father of | 

families, buſband, e werd . citizen,or meleoger, nor 

he were rt la fei WD — 

3 


1 


e : 
ofa Magifttate, maiſter of family. duband, or the like) 
fo (ar were be from deſerviog avy praiſe for ſodoing, as 
on I contrarie he moſt juſtly incurred y cenſure of great 
talhoes, and violation of al order in family add common 
wrealth; as taking wat bim/elf that benowr , unto which be 
$41 net called of Ged. The ame bouldetb,& that ſpeciaty 
» in courſe of celigioo-whicd is } — Nate of mans life: 
10 ir if any either as a Paſtour diſpence f holy thiogroſ } 
miniſterial Charch, witbout « lawfull paſtorall callin 
0iog befarezor participate in the ſame, out of ajuſt, 
awfull Church-ſtate:ceither that diſpenſatios , not this 
participation, can be warranted, but both tbe one, and 
ether ace wſurpatioas, & id which is ſean not the uſe,but 
abuſe of boly things; and confulion of order. And a3 10 
beboveth every — — brd to beleeve, od know » that 
N is truly 4 Chriſtian, aud partaker gf tbe grace of 
Chriſt, before be can bope to pleaſe God iny performance 
'of this or that particular Chriſtian works ſo doth it 
alſo concern every chriftian to provide , that be be 
Erſt poſſaſſed of a jult, and lawful Church-order, be- 
fore be ſo much as touch with bis leaſt Goger the boly 
thipgs of rhe Church there unto proper, and peculiar. 
Pröper I ſay, & peculiar , amongſt which 1 do not f- 
ue reckon the bearing of the word, which beth law 
. fully way, and neceflarily ought to be dope , not o 
of Chriſtians though members of oo particular charchy 
bat even of lobdels, prophave perſons. en diente 
and apy otbers: as being that in which no commont+ 
on (piritual paſſetb,cither ecalebaſtical. or perſonal, be 
teen the teacher.and bear et, but according to ſome w 
alon ecelefiaſtical or perſonal! going before: ſeeing that 
Chriſtian faith comes by bearing tbe goſpell, by faith n. 
anion. and from union communion. 

This thus premiſed, I will ſpeak a few things of the 
Church of England z not by way of accuſation of it, 
but for our own purgation lu the eyes of the godly, and 
equall Readet,of the imputed ctime of Schiſm , ſo far as 
truth. aud equltie wil betr. 

And firſt, ſering that the people of God ismaterlally («8 
they ſpeak)the church of God , it is required to the cou- 
Row.1.7. irvtion of a holy Church of God, that people be boly, 
1 C . t. ſoit: and ſanF#ified in Chrift leſ e:: truely, and in- 
5. Co. 1. tecnally in regard of God , and their own conſciencesz 
one enternally,and in appearance in reſpe& of others, yybom 
it copceros to diſcern and judge of chem, according to 
the word of God, and rule of charitie. And confider- 
log that our queſtion is about the church exteroal , and 
vidble, as le 13 called, we are not {os — 

' : 


— 
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—— requite. ſo reſpe& of otberi. otherboſ yes io 


the members theteof, tles q owbich it viſible & external, 

Now bow marveileusrs thing it it , and lamentable 
witbs'l,that among itchriſtians ae ſhould be found ſo 
far at od with Crit tan bolines as ro think that 0% 


bers then appaten3ly boly et the leaſt, deſerved admit» 


tance into tho fellowſhip of Chrilig-cburth ; and ther- 
with of Chriſt? Door can ihe gracious promiſes of God 
made to the chareds, the beevenly bleſſings due to rhe 
<burch,tbe ſeales of divioe grace given to ibe church. ap- 
rteyn to others tbeu ſucd? Are otheti to beadmined 
onto the ſamilie of Ord, rbe kingdom of Cbrio, aud az is 
were the ſuburbs of heaven ? The Churcbof God is by 
bim called, and deftinated to advance bis glorie, in tbe 
holynes of their lives, and rourer fations; what then kave 
thoſe to do wir h it · as it withiboſe,yybo,as Calvioſaith CAN fi 
live not but with Cods diſhenewe? For they (at the lame a , Cop.cd 
thor berk truly and bolily afirme:b.) who are called ee in 
accounted the prope of Gd ben 4 it ee is their re- N. 2. 26 
54d the name of G4, wherenges. cine but come ® 
2-7 that before win then Ged biynſelf after a ſort ſhould R. 4. 
e feyned with their filth. And this] deem the rather to 
be obſerved,ſering that there are to befound, ad theſs 
not a few, who would thruſt upon the churches of gu 
thrice holy Lord, a verie (tage-like holyner ſtautly cls 
ving to make it good, that to conſtitute a ttue, aad laws 
fyll member of ide viable durch, N more, je cegy 
Iden that a mar with bl Muth coafefſe Chyift, altbou 
in bis works be plainly declare himſelfs te be of 
Weste of Satban. But what faitk che beſy ſpirit of 
theſe impure ſpirits ?T hey profeſſe they know God, ſaith _ 
the Apoſtle , bur in their werk, they deny him, being a- Tu. 1.16 
bominable , and ribelliows , and to eri good erklrt 
bate. Are sbeminable perſons to be brought into the tem- 
ple of God?rebellious perſons into the kiogdomof God? 
Such A artreprobats ante eie goed work inta the faml. 
lie of God, which is ax it were the Storebouſe of al good 
Work ont that ir called abrother lea fornicatruar vor 
cOberews,or Inder raileowr er drunkard or extortiontyy 
or any waie-4 wicked ene,ſuch s oveby the Apoſtles dire» 
Aion, it to be expelled , nod driven out of the churches 
eepfines, Aud ſeeing that,as one truly ſaith, It & 4 mate 
ber of greater ct eie to thruſt cut , then to keep ont 4 
45, with what conſcience can ſuch plagues be tecei- 
ved into the «durch, to the urgeing out Whereof tho 
ſame cdurcd, furniſhed for je with poweec ofChriſts 
Rand in conſcience boand?og, by what autbogity] praye 
«an ſuch perſous be comye 4, the bolom of 
4 . 8 
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aſe of Chrift, as for expel!ing of hom far from ber 
lowſhip & imbraceing,al av! dorite eught to conſpire? 


3, Tobit.6 He that ſaith be beth follow ſhip h God. and walks in darks 


C1 4 ler, and doth not rwuels ,ProfeMicon of Chriſt rhere- 
fore with the mouth, is rboſe tat worb the works of 
dirknes and ſe by confequence, be which a man is r8- 


Jobs 1.40 ber branded for » natural c#itd of the dl, chen mirked 


for a tree member ofthe Che- b. 'Laſtly.David ther h ly 
man of God.eand type of Chrift.dorb bolily prof, he 
who works dectipr. ſhal not continu - in hi; bevſe' And hal 
} workers of decsipt.grof a] wickedners nor one'y be ad. 
mirted but even confireined into y bous of F living God 
dich rhe church is? O ehr. belynes becomerk thing 
Dowſe to length of dayer Which norwithſerding(s ficknes 
deſperate of a remedie ) t bat fo it Rand: with the church 
of England vo men to whom Eagland {4 Fromn, can by 
bpnorant ſeeing that all tbe neriver there. nnd ſubjetts 
of be kingdom, 61; bough never ſuch ſtrangers from all 
Deo rrue pitie.and goodner , and frought never ſo 
gell with menſe moſt beynour impleties , and vices{ of 
webich enk wherber there be not an infinite, and fat 
— number, I would to God it could with anie 
on be doubted here without difference compelled, 

and jnforced by moſt ferere lawyer civill & ecclefiati- 
voll, late the bodie of that church. And of this confuſed 
Heap (« fey, compared with the e. godly perſons 
wiorfea ) is rhatantionell church , commonly 
Hed rhe of England, colſefted . and framed. 
And ſect le tbe materiell conſtitution of that Church, 
Bot if nov you demeund of me, how it is formally con- 
Kiſtwred i and whether ufo proſeſſios of fayth, and rev 
pentance (de word et leaſt) made by them of years, 
any combynation. and conſociation of the members into 
lar covgreyations , ( which conſeciation doth 

y conſtitute the miniſteria!Church,and members 

„s both the ſcriprures and reaſon maniſeſ ) ei- 

ober is,or bath been made fince the nofverfall and Ap- 
tichriſtian apoſtefie and defeftion in poperie? Nothing 
Jeffe; but onely by their perriſh perambolaetion , a bey 
«al it, & Nadia of the hooſes in which they dwell. 
Every ſubjeft of the kiogdom dwelling io this or that 
parriſh, wherber in citie, or countrie , whether in bis 
own or ether mens bouſe,is thereby · iy ſe fad.. made le- 
ally a member of the ſame parrifh in wich that beute 
fruated-and bound. wil be.nill be. Gt. or unfit a, W i- 
ron bends.and all bis with bim,to participate in a! boly 
Mags · and ſome vn holy alſo in that ſame pariſh church. 
avy object, that yet the miniſter of the * may 


. 
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fuſpend from the ſupper of 5 Lord flegitions 
fo by complain: wade to M Chancelour.or M.Oficiall, 
procure their excommunicationzto let paſſe, ſhat this lo 
meerly a mater of formfor y moſt part,and aſtemedy as 
il as the diſeaſe, l do aner. j even by this is oved un- 
deniablie y which Iiatend: viz.y al theſe pariſhovers be- 
fore mentioned, are vor without, bot within & members 1 C. . 
of yC.( & f ae, as before cooſtitoted) vom — 11,124 
There is beſides theſe third evil in the ey and i 
ſame as pt edomie at, ad overropping al otber things in 
thac cdurch as was Savl higher — 165 reſt of the pes · 
plerand with whoſe Reboboam-like finger we miſerable 
men are preiſed aud opprefled: and tbat is, the Hierarchi- 
cal cburch goveromentin tbe bands of the Lord Biſhops 
and their ſubiiitutes : (tbe verie ſame with that of Rome, 
the Pope — onely cut off, upon whoſe ſhoulders 
alſo many. tbougb oor without notable injurie , would 
lace the ſupreme Magiſtrate ) aud admitiſtred by the 
elfe ſame Canon law. 
Now this vaſt , and uvnſariable Hierarchical guifes 
allo ing up & devouring the whole order . aud uſe of 
the preſbyrerie. and therewith tte peoples libertie and 
witba l. by M.Parkers teftimonie( with whom 4 Biſbep 
in Englund is the Paſtonr of the bel dicceſſe,- and the Park.ecel 
Prieft; or miniſters, ney hs delegater and helpers )tbe ve pol. 3:35 4 
rie office of the Pao ther ſelves, as did the ſeven lean, 1 ies. 
and evil faboured kine the ſeven fat, andthe ſeven withered erally. 
ears the ſeven ful that wer before them , and fo by couſe+ 
quence,vor being of Chriſt the Lord, bur of him rather; Gen.4t , 
who eppoſeth and aduanceth bee ag einſt whatſoever 
& called. God, or is \rorſhipg ſo as be fits i» the Ten- 
= of God, as Grd, (for unto God alone dweling is dis , Theſ.ns 
emple it apperteyms to appoint the offices of the mini- : 
fers and io preſcribe the peoples bonds ) our bands are , 
bound by v bat ſupreme, aud ſole autborire of leſusChriſt 1971136 
in bis Coerches,upon which both the order of Preſby- 13.19, 
terie.and libertie of prople , and office of Paſtour are 
founded,and from whom as the one onely Lord,al eccle- 
fraſticall cer o Neib od by whom al mmiſteries are 
jvſtirvred. from giving ey the lenk honour or obegience 
to the (ime Hierarchical exalterion is it ſelf, ot its 
ſubcrdinares which (23 pbyloſopbic teacheth ) Co od 
witd it, > 
Whereis yet 1 would not ſo be underſtood , LET 
were ar avie defiance with:be perſons of rhe Biſbops, 
much lede with the kings civil authoririe where of they 
«fy polled, wheiher in rr civil ot exclefiattizall. 
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and er fal. There have been of that ranke who in our 
Marian dayes have preferred the profeſſion of the truth 
of the goſpell before their lives: 1 hope there are alſo of 
theirſucceſours, who,if pre ſſed with the ſame neceMitio 
{ which God forbid ) would give tbe ſame teſtimonies 
though at the ſame tate, unto tbe ſame truth of God te- 
yealel unte them. 

Now as coocerning their civilautboritic : albeit wo 
do not beleeve, that the ſaine is at al competent to } true 
miniſters of the goſpel,eſpecially in tbat eminencie, ex- 
tetnall glotie. aad pompe of this world , in which rbey 
fac exceed manie worldly princes, and rather ſeem to 
yepeceſent the tryumpbant, then the militant church z yer 
for ſo much as they both obteyn the ſame by the gift of 
the king,and exerciſe it in his name, we do cot wp wil- 
liagly yeeld honour , and obediruce unto it, and to bis 
anazettic in it. 

But whereas it ſeems unto manie plain , and evident, 
that wwe may adjoin our ſelves to the Church of England 
without any ſubje&ion , ot relation wato the ſpititaall 

ernment , aud goververs thereof z that iz altogetber 
our capacities: neither can we comprehend its 
down ey be that be who ſubjets, and joyue bimſelfe 
tonale publique, and politique bodie , or communitie, 
whether ſpiciruall.orcivil,becom*s nor in (+ doing, i 
Fate, ſubje& to the publique government, and governers 
thereof,a2d undergoes not a relation,and reſpet a a- 
ally unto them. They tatber are with al ſeriouſnes to 
conſider, bow ſaytbfully , and fincerely they quis 
themle]ves, and their conſciences before God , and © 
men, who cootending , and proving io and by ſo mavie 
worde, ed arguments,ibat the hierarchical government 
is papal,andAntichriftian,do nevett beleſſe ſubmit tbem- 
ſelvestberevato both io tbe teſpe ct . aud relation politi- 
eall formerſy mentioned, and alſo in ati properly eccle- 
flaltical,iato which f ecclefiaitical goverment,and ſpiti- 
puall policie of the church doth neceCarily diffuſe it 
ſelf, Now Ido earneſtly entreat thee, whoſoever thou 
at,acquainted with Belgick, or rather Chriſtiau liber- 
Weigel either free from the miſts of prejudice,or if aaie 
way, prejudiced, yet net chu fing rather ts ſtrve 4 precon- 
ceidad opinion, chen to follow 4n 4pparent truth, that thou 
wouldſt iro!y and ingenuouſly tel. whether if rhe Magi» 
ſtrates bee ( from which tbey ate far | ſhould by publique 
edi, under ſevere penaltie conſtreyn al. ad everie the 
native ſubjects of the countrie into the boſom of the 
church, without anie difference made , either io r 
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of fayth of manners , according ts the place of 
their babitation , and ſhould ſet over this chunch ſe 
collected and conſtituted, an Nietatebicall Biſhop pre- 
vincicall or dioceſan , iv whoſe bands alone, with bis 
Officials , Channcelleurs, Commiſſaties, Archdeaconss 
and other Conrt-keepers , canenicall autboritie ſhould 
be placed, to conftituteand depoſe miniſters » excoms 
muoicate , aud abſolve both miniſters , and people, yes 
whole churches ( yea with the liviog tbe dead , that 
ibey. may obteyne Chiiſtian buriall) : whetber cow in 
this confuſed heap , and woder this ſpiriruall Lordſbip, 
thou wouldeſt endure to remain either Paſteur or mem- 
ber. I ſeproſe dot. You( bretbren ) bave not ſoleagrncdl 
Chriſt z wbom you acknowledge botbfor the autbor of 
your fatth,and infiituter of your order eccleſiaſtical. Ney - GA 
ther yer we, bavieg learned otbet wiſe by the grace of 92 
God, Chiiſt the king dotb gaiber, ard form gnto himſelf 

another kinde of kingdom amooght meu, and the ſame 

to be admioiſtred by o1ber officers, & according to other 

laws, Aud ifno place on i face of ꝗ earth ſhould be free 

for us ( poor creatures) vefuhing upon meer cooſcience of 

God(as theuGod the judge.and ſearcher of bearts know 

eſt) to commicgle,aad proſtitute our ſelves in aud ente 

this confuffon, and domination bierarchical , we have 

moſt aſſured hope, that beaver it ſelf is open for us by 

Chriſt, who is the way,and whom io tbis dutie alſo we 

do ſerve,in which we (hal atihe lengibbe fully free from 

ibis, add al o:ber iocombrances, 

. | Qur adverſaries bear in baud not only orbers. hot evew 

us our ſelveralſo, that we do for cenain triflelng maty 
ters aud asthey (peak,circumſtantiall corruptiong » ſts 

queer our ſelves from the Church of England, And 

as nurſes uſe to liſp with childrea, ſo they , that 

they might diſcend to our capacities , do oft and mach 

ioſtruſt we , that wnworthie members mw ft be born in the 

church eſpecially of privare perſons z that ſome corruptions 

at leaft in the diſcipline and external rites , ave to be toler- 

ated ; that there may be the temple G, prophancdy 

the holy cittie thengh without 4 walz the field of Lr 

though j'e enemic [ow tarts among f the wheatralfors be 
"Ts y den nu ch cha fe comming led ther exe ithal. 403 

* 4 we du! ayardo ut Weste, ee b 
ceie thoſe things, whey verie ſeriouſly inculcate and 1 
bet upon us in theſe and · de like confiderations : ＋ 

that the L/ratlir1 ch church in iti war fleyned with als 

poſt al enoxwe ities beth for manners and fayth that rote = 
ſame ol Iſratintes ind lews whatſoever without differences 
were piclently compelled by * and uber 12 
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thay in the parable al ere com to cee fo the marid 

41 ae the hou 2 lled. Laſtly, hacks 

— Churcher them ſelpe; there were not wanting 

fame, who prafiiſed, Cr other « whe tanght vileand evil things 
that in one place the diſcipline was neglefed, in another To 
perie dottrine of fayth corrupted , — manie the like mat · 
vers, which ir were too long to repeat, 

Surely fooliſh were we if we — not theſe rhinge, 
knpudeot if we decyed them to be true fory moſt part;3 
lattly sequel. if we acknowledged dot ymany the ſame, 
ot like blemiſhes after a ſort, wil, and do creep into the 
Churches of our dayes: which yer to diſclaym as unſave- 
ful for the ſame, ſtood neither with wiſdom, dot charitie. 
Bur f prudent Reader may plainly obſerve by the premi- 
ſerthat they ate otber matters, & of greater weight, for 
7 moſt part, wherwith we, & our —— are preſſed. 

We do not judgeit en evil incotlerable(tbough great · 
ty to be be weyled) that evil men ſhould be ſufered in the 
church; but that alof moſt vile, ad deſperate condition, 
J cb. and (0 great a kingdom Hof, ſhould thereinto 
wil tbey. ail they, be compelled nor that F diſcipline (as 
they cal it) or ecclefiaſtical government inſtitured by 
Chriſt, is negle&ted or violated , but that acother 
plain contrerie unto it is ſet up by lav, end fully, 
and publiquely everie where exerciſed + Neitber lyes 
our exception agaiuſt any perſonal,or accidentarie pre- 
favetion of the Temple, but again tbe faultie frame of ir 
in reſpe@ of y cauſes conſtitutive, ma ttet and form: Nei- 

ſtrive we about the walt of the cirtie, but about the 
and lavwful citizens, tbe pulicie and government of 
Aue of God, and effential adminiftration of tbe fame. 
Bur to give more foul ſatiſſactios to tbe indiFeren tes- 
der, it ſeem worth the labour to deſcend particularly 
to a few.,and the ſame the chiefeſt obje&ions made on 
the contrarie bebalfe. And of them, that which ma 
and ougbr to be ſaid coucbing the Church of Iracl, a 
irs condition compared with the cbriftian churches, 
ſeems to deſerve tbe firſt place. And rouching it; firſts 
the rooſticution of the Church of Iſrael is not to be con- 
ed ia that yybole + much leſſe apoftaticall , nation, 
ut in boly Abrabam , from whom it came, zod in 
whom it was bol, 2 the lump in f fir ft frau F bran- 
Hhes im the boly root & by vertue of the gracious copen.unt 
Iwilterhy Cod. & the God of thy ſeed, firſt contracted 
with Abrabam bimicl{, and after renned with bis ſeed, 
whole Iſrael. Bot now to affirm zany ſuch thing ofibe 
wboleEnglifh nation were fooliſh;to proveitimpoſſible 
3, God doch tot now a days ſelect, & ſever from others 
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at bis peculiar, avy whole nation of people , ar ſome» 
times be did the people of Iſrael, both ecclefiaſtically, Erd.ty, 
and civilly: but in eerie nation, they whe ftur God, and ©: ler. 
work righteouſneſſe art accepted of him, Theſe in what ba- 39-37» 
tion ſoever combining togetber in boly covenant, and OLE 
worlſhiping God after the preſcript of bis Holy word, Ac. 10. 
are that bely nation, the common wealth of Iſrael , the 35» 
thelſratlof Ged. the temple and tabernacle of the IrpingGod, 
io which he bath promiſed to dweltheſe be would bare! Cor: 1. 
ſcattered in al places of A world and to bold intercours * 
y men of f world in f common affairs of this life, for 48 
ide ir gaioiog if it may be unto Chriſt: Cod adding day{y ue - 
ts The church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved, Wherens on the con- 
trary,unto y cburch of Exgland,w bereofall natural Ka- 
— are together, at once made members, it can bard- 
y be , ifat all. that 20% at any tine ſhould be added. . 2. 
3.Tbe verie laud of Canaan was legally holy, and the 17 4e. 
land of the Lord: inheritance, od whoſe fruit was ro be 33-224 
eircumciſed,and ber ſabbath; kept, by the Lords apoine. Le. 19. 
ment-acd in which alone by ; Fran righr ebe, were 23-35 
to be pazed, And at boly things are not to be mingled Gew. 14. 
with,or proſtitured unto prophane,ſo neither was avie 20- and 
Place in this labd to be permitted unto propdane perſons 23+22 - 
to dyvel in. T he ſtem f tophane nations, wbich formerly Lev. 27. 
had inbabited it , were altogether to be de reed le the 30- 
I/r aelites being to poſſeſſe it * their inberitance , neither 
was meveie to be ſ\ewed them. Aftersrf any better ler Z “. 71 
in the Lander flrangerr, did onght with an high hand, he N. 15. 
was to be cutoff from among bir people. Herewith accords *3+ 
that of David theking.1 will berime 4e rey all the wicked P/al.rer ' 
ofthe land. Laſtly be Ls did net ſeek the LardGed of % Clem 
with all bu beart,yr as te be putt to death hehe ſmall er m——— 
gr tt whberber man or wiman. Far be it fromGodly pri- "Is 
ces, aud other potentates in tbe world, to think, bat it 
behoovetb them in this rigorous manner to deal with 
their ſubjets:altbough there want no! who partly from 
a prepoſterous, and Iudaizeing real, and partly to ſerve 
their own embition,ceaſe not to inculcateunto the kings 
of } eatth, above f is meet. ſexamples of f kings of Tuda 
* 4.1t ithor true that the kings of ladab or Iſrael dideon- 
rein any lato church by force, or compel thernto under 5 
7 the condition of members, but eo'y being member to / 
o their duty Aly Iſraelites & pbteriry oflacob, bad their 
— iny Lords covenant uno which alſefthey were 
ond toftind under peril of cutting off from the Lords | 
ele. boib {piritually and bodily according to the dif- " 
penſation of rhe old Teſtament in the land of Canaan. | 
But of this our queſtion is not for } preſent; That neleden 


7 


—— — 


perſ. 28. 
29.30-31 


Fer Fer. 


BJ 13, 


_ 
** be confideted, wberber king David. Solomon, Iebe- 
pbat and otbers did force circumeifion , and other 
Moſaical inftitvtioos upon J Edomites, Ammonites,and 
others by them ſubdued , and be!d ip civil) ſubjeftons 
er whetber they compelled them by coaftive lawels 
would they,novuld they fit ot unfit, into the Church of 
God. That this was ſo.carner beatfirmed with mode ſtie: 
Which yet except it ſo were, bath nothing in it, whieb 
Cither can harte out caule , or belp our . 
Laſtly , be wbo well weighetb with bimſelfe wbat 
legall,and typicall Beines was in uſe of old io Israel, 
dowing out the true, & ſpiritual bolinesy and withal 
by boywy wuth, both the more clear revelation of heaven - 
ly things, and more phenteovs grace of ihe ſpirit is af- 
forded to the charches ſince Chriſt , then was formerly 
do Iſrael, be ſhall ſee manie things waking for the to- 
leratiog of much in Iſrael ; which ic vs is plainly intol- 
letable ard that God will not uſe that patience and 
lovg-(ufferiog towards any church now, nor permit,gr 
wink at thoſe things in it wybich ſor the bardne: of their 
hearts be bore in nents peep 'e. 
The parable of tbe tare: Matth»w 13 . followeth 3 


'Mith which as with ſome tbunderboult , men both 


learned, and wnolearned :birk vs braten all to fitters. 

Bei firſt,tbeſe words, Let leth grow tegerber till the 
harveſt, v.30. ( from which alone tbey do diſpute) 
Chriſt tbe Lord doth not expound nor meddle with, in 
the opening of the parable : from them therefore bo- 
thing firm can becoocluded. 2, Chritt himſelf inter» 
pren the field, not the Church. but rhe world y 39 03 allo 
the harveſt got the end of the Church, but ofthe world, v. 
39. Aud if by the world , you underſtand che Church, 
you woſt geeds ſay , that Chriſt in the expourding of 
ode parable, uſed avorber.g. Botb tbe tent n (elf, and 
r6alob of the thing do plainly teach that be do:b rot 
ſpeak at al of excommunication, which ſerves for 
the berrterirg of the carer, but of their fina!) rooting np 


to perditiou. Laſtly,admi: Chriſt ſpeke of men apparent» 


wicked in the Church. ertber not tobe excommuUDi- 
Catrd in cerraic ce { 'whict, with Gellive SnecaourT 


of ch. 4iſcip COnfidently devie)or dot excommunicated hte cnght 
z pert.meth to be, and. therefote to be born of privaze. merwberys 
2./ 24+27, the, former of, which is too ordinarie., * ja'ly 


Churches evgoyiog peace « and proſperite: the lariez of 
which(tbe Church not being deſperately bent on +vil)l 
eaſily aCenr to, yet dotb this place afford av wedecire 
for ove. grief; which atiſeth not from any corrnyt , of 
Aaegligent admiciſtiation of tbe Churches dilciplire, 
» F thorough 
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thorough the careleſnes or want of wiſdom(it may de 
too much wiſdom ſuchas itis)of the adminifterstherof, 
Which are perſ»nall things; but from the verie cos ſii- 
rution of the church ir felf , and ſubie of ecclefiaſticall 
both government and power Ves, kad unte al tbeſe 
things dat we for our party are willing iv the buſicesy 
and controverfie in hand to appeall unto the tribuns lot 
this verie parable,and that expounded by our adverſaries 
themſctves, & do willingly condiſcend, that by it alone 
judgement be given in tdis matter. 

Oor Saviour Chrift doth plainly reach, bat this geld 
we: ſown with. prod ſerd alone 3 and that after, whiff 
men ſlept, the enemime. the devil came , and ſoyred tarts a» 
wmonyſt the whe.ct. But on the contrarie,in the ſovying the 
Eogliſh held, whetder we reſpeR tbe notionall or pato- 
cblall churches, together with the wheat the tares, and 
t bat exceeding the ot het infioitely, wete at firſts and yet 
are ſown , aod that of purpoſe, aud under moſt ſevere 
penalties. And heoce is tbe firſt and principal] prejudice 
to out Kogliſh barveſt,aad from which I conceive xl the 


"Feſt to come. For yoto this Char.t bus clapped, and clou- 


ted topetber of al perſons of al ſorts, aud ſpirits with- 


out difference, no man equally and prudently weighiog 


things,can denie, but that the pompous and imperious 
Hierarchical goveroment,togetber with al tu acceſories 
dorb right wel accord. 

Te tbe things objeAed from the parable of che mari- 
age Luke 14. and Math 22.1 onely anſwer , tbat thoſe 
ſervants were the Prophers aud ApoR'es : the ſon Chrift 
bimſelſezibe compulſion to be made dd otherwiſe , then 
by the preaching of the word-by which,as Calvin bath ir 
Cod doth impirivenately ſetlicit eur flothfulner, not enely 
pricking us with exhortations , but compelling a, with 
threatwing: to come nuts him: which word of as it iy 
by ſome wholly comemned, ſo doth it extort from otbhen 
ovely an externall and bhypoctitical obedience, bur by 
manie is received,through the bleſſiug of God, with all 
holy and devout affect os. 

Now unto theſe parables of Chriſt manic are wos. 
and that very bufily,ts annex owe of their own. A beeps 
ſay they,of whear,dltboogh it bare much obef mixed 
with it, and rhe ſame more in quavrtitie then the wbear 
is, remaines notwithſtanding truely, and is rights 
iy termed a heap of best 3; according te the Pbyloſo- 

bers rule, The dencmination is net of the greater, buy 
fey part. 

I anuſyyer firſt, that this rio is not Gmply true: for 
ie the church, or any other convention popular.or in 
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blieb things paſſe by voyces , the greater part hap to 
exceed the better , ibe devomination of t hat pallage, ot 
decree.and ſo the whole procefſe ofthe watter,is ach- 
ding to the — the worſer part. 

2. The chafin that wheat is citber of tbe ſame wheat, 
or of other and brought from els where: if of thar ſame, 
then it makes nothing to the preſent purpoſe, ſioce wic · 
Red meu appertein not to the perſons of the godly,vor 
are their chaf-if of otber, and from eis where it may eat · 
Iy de added io that quantitie , and proportion » as that 
weirher it way deſerve the newe of an beap of M beat . but 
of chaf: nor de that fels it for wheat , of av boneſt wer- 
ctanr.bur of a deceiprfull impoſtour. 

4. The ibings objeRted from the Apoſtolical Churches 
are altogecber petſonsl, and accidental;ſrom which that 
the churches gatbered of men, and by men governed, 
ſhould b- exempted. is ratber to be defived+1bev boped 
for. But for us „ the things which oft aGli& us in the 
.Ch,of Eogiand , and prefſe vein the reſpeRt ſore-men- 
tioned to a ſeceſa100 from the ſame, do concern the very 
materiail, aud formal! conſtitotion of the ininifteriall 
church, to ethet with be efſentiall aduuniſiracion of 
the Cburch-pelici-. Aud bow different theſe things 
are & bo ſestbuct ? 

Laitly,it is objeRed, that in the Cb. of England lively 
faird,aod true pietie are botb begoiten, and nouriſhed, 
in the bearts of many , by the preacbiog of tbe goſpell 
there. God forbid tba: we hold noracknowleds thats 
and withal , thac iofioite thaoks for the ſame are due to 
Gods great power and goodnes., both in refpet of our 
ſelvet ad others: woo vorwithſtanding the great coo» 
ſukon,bo;b of perlons:&tbiogs there to be found, vouch- 
ſaſet h to bis cleft fo plentiful grace, covering under the 
vayl of dis ſuperaboundant goodres and mercy . by their 
Gocere fayib 10 Chriſt Leſus , their os amd aberrations, 
whetber of ignorance , of ioficmice. What tben muſt be 
done / l wt comtimne in fin that grace might abound? 
or Mal we againſt ko led go on towa'k —— 

becauſe in dot ignorance God bath vouchſaſed us of 
grace in thet diſordered de of things ? ident the 
miniſterial chorcb (of which we ſprat):be preacbiag of 
dhe gaſpel both mayeand uſeih to be bad. d by it fayth 
10 be ingenerared, except cbriſt av churches be tobe 68 
vhered of ipfdels and vobeleevers Befides, N be Mus. 
or Rhedeawant wil deny, that even in the boſom of 
the Romiſh cburch ſome faithful pet ſodi may be found ? 
bow much more in that of England,ie which tbe main 
truths ofthe goſpel , tbe. wolt and greateſt errourecf 
| | poperie | 
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poperſe being baniſhed are taught by ſomanie godly 


abd learned men. with ſuch rer#, and cararitnes? Now 
what of theſe tine. itrberfore lawful for achriſtian, 
eyther to content mſeſſe with bimſclf , without joyn- 
ing to any chriſtian” congregations of to continue nil in 
the boſom of the cburch of Rome, ut member voder the 
Pope y bes therfore conclude out of M. Brighrman, 
Whoſe words I bad rather uſe then mine own. (perking | 
of the government and miniſtery of the church of Eu- M. Brige 
gland, The fruit. to wit, ofthe word preached , doth no hem. anrep 
more txempt from blame er corruptions , than « trus chi ©. 1 verſe 
doth adulterie. a4 
Azd-brre rhou baft ( Chriſtian Reader ) the le 

order of our cobvetſation in the werk of Catia 
religion , ſer down both as briefly . and plainly, as I 
ond. If in aoy thing we erre.advertiſe us bro Hy. 
with defire of our information , and not ( es ou n- 

ſimens manger for the moſt partis ) with a mi 
reproching us. or grat'fying of orbers* and w 
Gndeſt is errour. rbou ſhalr not leave in ob(t 
as baving a minde prone to ſchiſm. Erre we 
wo eafily } but bereriques (by the grace 
we will det be ? But and if tbe things w 
ſeem rightio thine eyes, (aste us cerraiolyt 
earceſtly,and by the Lord leſus admonifh a 
thy godly minde,'thet they wilft oqirher weit 
due obedience from big truth, norjuſt fuccour 
diireffed bretbren Neither do thou indure, t 
the ſmaln ei of the number . or meannes of rhe 
ofthoſe y profeſſe it, ſhould prejudice vy thee « — . 
ſe os of ftrurd: but bave in miade q of Tertullian! I en, 
we meaſurement faith by their per ſont, or their perſons 
their Faith ? % that of Autia Les matter weigh wit Anſting 
aer, and canſe with canſt.and reaſon with reaſon but 2 
eſpecially that of the Apottle, My ben. have wot the Mate 9 
faith of cur gehe; Led Tefus Chriſt in reſſ ed of perſons. 1%, Ian 
But now, if it io come to paſſe that } moſt beiog foreftal- . 
led bypr-jadice,or by porſperity made ſecute tber be fewe 
found( eſpecially men of learning) who wil fo far vouch- 
ſafe to ſtoop . as do look upon ſo deſpiſed creatures 4 and 
their cauſe;tbig alone remainerd, that we rurn our faces 
* movurbs wnto thee (O mo?t powerful Lora, & grations 
father 'bambly imploreiny be'p fromGod towards tboſe 
who are by men left deſolate. There is & tes do reſpeRt 4 
of perſons.neither are menieffe regarderacf thee. if regar- * 
ders of ther ©r the wor ddedifſregarding them. They who 
truly feare thee. and work righreouſnes, alrbough con 
Kreqned to live by leave in a forrain land , exiled from 

WP 4- 
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eonntrie,fpoyled of goods,deftitutecf friends, fewin 
gumber,and mean inconditon , arefor all that unte 
thee{ Ogratious God) nothing tbe leſſe acceptable Thou 
bumbreſt all tbeir wandriogs,acd putteſt their rears a- 
ro thy bottels : Are they not writien iv thy book? To- 
wards thee, O Lord, ate our eyes: confirm our | 
nud becd thine care, ind ſyfer not our fes: to flipor our 
face to be aſhamed, O thou both juſt, aud — qd. 
To bim through Chriſt be praiſe, for ever, in the Chu 

of Saints:and to thee(loviog & Chriſtiac R )graces 
Peace, od eternal happinefle. Amen. 


— 


An Appendix to M. Perkins bir fox principles of 
Chriftias & eligies. 


Ss Mun is the Church? 
| A company of faithfol & boly people ( 

17-19, theirſeed)called by the word ofGod into publicke coves 
1. Cer- it vant with Chiift , ard among themſelves for mutuall 
17 18.20 fellowſhip inthe uſe of al the meancs of Gods glory 
& 14. 23. and their falvation. 

Af. 20% Of what ſort or dumbet of people muſt this come 
1 Lewvir. pany coobſt? 

20. 26. A. It is al one whetber they be high or low. ſe v of 
K . 7. any, ſoa they exceed not ſuch a number,as may or- 

$. 1 Cor. Givartily mens gerber is cone plare for the worſhipping 
. 9. of God]. and ſarQifcation of the Lords day. 

pil. 1. 1. . What aretbe reaſons why the Church muſt confi 
fo ver/ 9. Of faithfull and boly perſons? 

* Eb. i. A. 1.The f Scriprures every where ſs teach. 

12 2. The*Church is the body of Cbtiſt. al vwwboſe mem - 
Cel. 1. bers therefore mould be conformable in ſome meaſure ts 
+ 16h. 4. bim their bead. 

23. rer. 3. Onlyſuchfworfhippers pleaſeGod are accepted of 
15.57. bim, & bave right to f covevant of race, & ſeals rherof. 
Heh. 8.3, Q. But ate act bypocrices miogled with the faithful 
10, Ct. intbe Church? 

4 Jude A. None ought to be by the word of God: & wbere ſuch 
verſ. 2. axe, they are got truly added by y Lord toy Chu. but de 
F 28. 44. crerp in tbrough their own bypocrife, & oot without 

7 the Cborcbes Go allo. if tbey maybe diſcetoed to be fuch. 

Mat. 23, Q. By what meancs is the Church gathered 

19,20. A. By the word preached , and by faith received of 

£14 2-14 them that beste it. 

and Q. ly every beleever a member of the viſible Church? 

11. A. No: but he muſt alſo by his perſonal sud publick 

- profeffion adioyn himſclſy x0 ſome particaias * 


| 


— 


— 2 — — 
and fogletie of Saints, Ram. 
. Hew prove you the ſeed of the faithful to be of 1Cor.ry.r 
the Church with them? Acts 2.41 

A.By the covenant which God made with Abrahams 47, and 
and bis ſeed-which was the covenant of the Goſpel,aod chap. 3.39 
confirmed in Chriſt;cbe ſeale thereof citcumcigon, being and 19.18 
the ſeale of the tighreouſnefſe of faith. Gen. 1. 7. 

W bat are the efſcntiall roarks of rhe Church? Ce. 

A. Faith and Order , as tbe Church io tbew way be Gal.z.8. 
ſeen 20d be beld to walke in Chriſt Ieſus whom ſhe bath 16.17. 
received: Faith profeſſ · d in word and deed, ſhewing the X om 4.11 
matrer to be true:aud Order in the boly things of God, Col.z.5.6 
he wing tbe forme to be true, which are the two eſenii · 
al parts of the Church. 

Q. Are not the preaching of the word and admini- 
firing of the Sacraments certain marks of y true Church? 

4A. No:for the word may ( and that rightly) be prea- Math, 
ebed to aſſemblies of unbeleevers for their cobvetſo 8 131 9- 
may the ſacramgnts alſo(tbough bojultly bee adminiſte- 
red unto them, god ſe be made lying Genes. Brfides, the 24 © 17+ 
true chatch may fora time want y ule of divers ordipan- 22 Kc. 
ces of God, but bath always right unto then ; us may alſo Cen. 34. 
J falſe church uſur pe & abuſe them. but witbout right, 21. 

„ What are the meanes in and by which Chri/t and 2. Arg 
the Church bare fellowſhip togetber? 17.25.06 

4a. . 10 the gifts oftbe Spirit ofchrift. 3. Je the H. 8. 
offices of miniſtery given to the church. 3. In tbe works 2. Cer 13 
done in and by thoſe gifts aud offices. 3-4.7.6. 

Q. Wherein itanderh this commenion of the Spirit? 27.222 

A. Ta ide id-dwelliog and operation of the gifts aud K chap. 4, 
graces thereof conveyed from Chriſt as tbe bead, woo 17-19 
the Church «s his body + god members one of other 1+ Cr,. 
bebe ariſerh ther moſt Rreyt and divise conivoftion, 7 
by which,a: by the civill booad of marriage,the mas and 
wifeare ove fleſh 7; (o they who are thus loyded to 
Chriſt are one ſpirit, 

. How many are , offices of miniſtery in f Church, 

A. Five, beſides the extraordinary offices of Apoſtles, 
Prophets and Evangeliits , for tbe firſt planting of de 
churches. which are ceaſed. vyith thei; extraordinary gifts 

A. How is that proved ? 

A. partly by the Scriptures, vybich both mention them £75 4- 
expreſly, and defcribe bam by their principal giſts, ant 11. 
works: god partly byreafon agreeable to tbe Scriptures, . C13 

. Shew mee which thoſe officers be, with their an- 
foverable giftzand workes. Row 12.8 

A. 1 The Paſtor , ts whom is given the zift of wiſe. *- Tf» 
dome for exbortation. 2. The Teacher, to whom is 57+ 
gives thegift of knowledge for doftrine, z The gover- 


wieg 


j\ 
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ning £1 de ie to rule with diligence. 4, The Den+ 

con, who i3 to adminiſter the boly treaſure with Gmpli- 
44.6. citie. . The Widow, ot Dr acon: fe, who is to attend 
2. T. the ſick & impotent, with compo ſſion and cheerefulneſſe, 


8,10. . Whatis the reaſon for J proving of th-ſe ie / ies 
c4p.5.9- A. B:couſe al theſe are neceffary and theſe alone fd. 


10. ficient for 'be church : as being tbe mon perfect ſociety 


Rom. 6.1. aud body of Chritt . which arit failech is that wbich | 


is geceſſaty . or excrtdeth in any thing fuperfiucns. 

Q. Whence stiſeth the oeceffitic and ſufficiency of, 
theſe minister ves imrhechureb ? 

A PR condition pertly of the ſoules and partly 
of the tes of the members. 

Q_ How doth that appeare ? 

A. 1. lo tbe ſoule lo rbe faculty of wnderftendiog , - 
bout which the Teacher fs to bee exercifed for in ſorma - 
won by doftrive. 2. The will aod afetions, upon which 
the Paſtor is eſpecially to Kork by exbortation god com- 
fort. 3. Fortbat doftrice & bora toe witbogt obe- 
dience,are unprofcable.the deligence of (be ruling Bl- 
der is requiſite for tibet purpoſe. 


Q How ar- f other two Miniſteries to be exerciſed? | 
A. As the Church confiſtetb of men and they of ſoules + 
and bodits.ſo are tbe Deacogh out of the churches trees | 


ſore & contribution to provide for the common vſes of 


the Church, relief of the poore, aud maintenance of the | 
Officers-as ate the widowes to afford unto the fick and |* 
impotent in body ( not able orbervviſle to be)pe ther» | 


l ſelves ) rheir cbeerefull and comfortable ſervice. 
. Wherefore cal you thoſe offices by the name of 
Mioiſteries or Services ? 


A. For two cauſes:1 For chat they are no Lordſhip, | 


Mat.2*. but meere ſervices of Chriit,avd of tbe church, 


35.26.27 , Becauſe tbey conſiſt in adminiftring only of thoſe 


a. Cr . f things which are Chriſt.aod the churches voder bim. 
3 Cr. (Q By whomare theſe officers to have their ouryerd 
K .. calling 
21.4, A, By the church whereof they are members for the 

preſent.avd to which they are to adminiſter. 

Q. How doth that appeare ? 

AT. 1. 1. „ be Apoſtles whe tavgbt onely Chrifts - 
23 K cer. gandements.fo directed tbe cdurcdes. 
$.1-2:3-F AI The people amongit whom they bave been coverſant 
N , - 40 ben judge of their Staedte, both in reſpet of their 
23 penſons and families. 
dn It furtheretb much the diligence and faithfulnes of 
K 6-3. the Miniſter, that they whoſe Miniſter be is bave freely 
1.7 cboſes bim,as unto whom under Chrift they commit the 
23-44 moſt pretious treaſure of their ſoule:as alſo ir binder the 


people 
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— 1 — love and conſcience of obedience of 
im and his miniſtry , whom themſelves have made 
cdotce of. 

4 The Church being a moſt free Corporation ſpiri- 
tua vader Chriſt the Lord,is in al reafor and equity is 
6buſe ber miniſters and ſervants wonder bim, gnto whom 
44 ſhe is to give wager fortheir ſervice and labour. 

Q, Is this outward calliog of Gwple neceffity for a 1. Ti . 
true Church officer ? 17.12. 

A. Yea, as for tbe Mag ikrate in the Citty and com- He.5.4 5 * 
mon wealth , or ſteward in the family : without which 
they uſurp their places, bow excellent ſoever, wbetber 
jo their gifts, or works. 

Q. What if tbe officer be found yofaitbful in bis place? 

A. He is by tbe Church to be warned to take beed 10 his Col, 1.5 
mioiſtery be batb received, to fulfil) its which if be neg- 
lect todo, by tbe ſame — which (et him up, be is 
to be put down and depoſed. 

Went are the ourward works of the churches com- 
wunioo with Chriſt ? 

A. Theſe fix. 1. Prayer. 3. Thereading and opening 
of tbe word. 3 Tbe S«craments. 4. Singing of Pſalms, 
. cenſures. 6. Cortribution to y r-celfitie of the ſaints, 

Q_ Wherefore put you prayer io the firſt place ? - 1 & 4.5. 

A. Becauſe by it al tbe reſt are ſasctihed to the faithful, 1% ver 
For praier ſea the end of the fifth Principle with the x! ** 
poſition' onely adde this, that in the a& of our (peaking 
unta God by prayer, we are not to uſe the help of any * 
book, beads crucifxes.or tbe like. to teach or provoke us, 
but only the help of the ſpirit of adoption, and prayer, 
working in our bearts effetually, aud teaching us both 
whatand how to pray as we ought. Rem 15.4 

Q_ What beleeve you touching the word ? a.Tim.3, 

A. Befdes tbe things obſerved in tbe 6fth Principle **- 
an1 Expoſition: that the whole written Word, aud it a. 
lone is to be read and epened is the church. 

Q, Wherfore are y whole ſcriprures to be read & opened 

A. Becauſe the whole Word of God is pure, written Rom. 16, 
for our learning and comfort, given by divine 1oſpirati- 7 
on, and is profitable for doftrioe,reproof; correſtion and 
inſtration,eand from which notbing may be dimioiſhed. Jeh.20.31 

Q. How prove you that the ſcriptures ovelyare to be 
read, and opened in the church ? 6.17. 

A. Becauſetbey alone are ſufficient for faith, avd the Pro.3% 6, 
obedience which is of fairh.and able to make the man of 
God petit, tbrougbly furniſhed unto al good works,and 
woro which no:hing may be added. 

Q, Who are to open and apply y ſcriptures in F cdurch? e. 

A. Pciacipally the Biſbops or Elders, who by the word 


of 


N * 


IL. eflife are to feed the flock, both lo teaching and governe 
$2.46 .47. ment. 2. ſech azare out of office, ia q̃exerciſe of propheſy 


C& cap. 4. Q. How is tbatexerciſe prooved in the Scriptures ? 
16.17.18. A. By fexamples in the Jewiſh church, where men 
Act.$.4. though in vo office,citberin Temple ot Synagogue, bad 


K c4p.11, liberry publickly to uſe rbeir gifts, 
19.20.21». 1222344 — of Chrift sud bis Apoſtles, 
Se c4p.-13. 3. By the prohibiting of women (not extracrding- 


74.15.16, rily inſpired) to teac in the Church : berein liberty be- 


K 7. . ing given unto men their busbands, or others. 

24.25.16, 4 By theexcellent ode, which by this meanes are 
2 L«k.s.: to beobrained: as 1. The glory of God in the mavifeſta« 
& cap.1to, tion of bis manifould grace. 2 That the gifts of the 
I, ſpirit io men be not queacbed, 3 For the fittiog and 
X21. triall of meu for the Miniſtery. 4 For tbe preferuiog 
1. Fett. 4. pureofthe docttine of the Church, which is more «n+ 
10, 11. 
1Cor.14-t and (peake. 
hk 1,7 im,z if aty doe ariſe. 6 For tbeedifying of tbe Church,aud 


dangered, if fome one or twWos lone may onely be beard, | 
5 For debating and ſatisfying of doubts, | 


11. 12, converſion of others. 
1. Cor. 14. Q. Whois Propber in this fence? 
34.37. A He that bath a gift of the ſpirit ro ſpeake unte . | 


11. et. 4. dification, exbortation end comfort. 

Q. What istbe order of this exerciſe ? 

A. That it be performed after the publike Mioiſtery 
19. by the teachers,and vpder their diretion and moderati- 
1. TI. 3. 1 on? wbole duty it is.if any thing be obſcure to open ire 
1. Cor. 14. if doubtfull ro cleare it: if unſound to refuſe it: if une 
37 perfit to ſupply what is wanting, as they are able. 

Art 141 
Luke 4.42 ther thenis obletved in the former Principles? 
23+ 
. 14. ture of the covenant of grace, wbereof they are ſeales* im 
4. 24.25, eſpe? both of the perſons to whom, and of the gad for 
x.Cor 14, which they are to be adminiſtred, 

W bich are thoſe perſons? 


3.37. 
A. 3% 4. Toe faitofull and their ſeed, 

Cen. 17. Q. Mey all the fairbfull partake fn the Sacraments? 
1.Cor. 7, A No except they be alſo added to ſome particular 


14 congregation , vt which the publique ordicances and 
, Miniſtery doth appertaine, 
Wich are the ends and uſes of the Sacraments? 
A. The hiſt is from God to the Church, opened in the 
Sen, 7.9. expoſirion of the ffeb Principle, where it 14 hewed what 
10. a Sictament is Tie ſecord is from the Cburcb to God, 
in whbicb ir reſtifie: b the acceptance of the Coverant,and 
bindetb it ſelf ro the performance of the conditions. The 
1. Ce. . third is in reſpeR of the wembers themſelves mutually, 
13. as being badges of their aHectation. The fourth ig teſ yet 


of 


A. That they are to be diſpenced according to tbe te- | 


— — CES 


Q. What beleeve you touching rhe Sacraments fare | 


— 


of all other Aﬀemblies , betwerne whom and the Chur- gag. 14, 


Ades, they are pores ofdiſtintion. 4. 
„ what is required touching fiagiug of Plalmes in 
the Church? 

A. That they be ſuch as are parts of the word of God, Mat. 36. 
formed by the boly Gboſt into Plalmes or Songs , which 30. 
many ney conveniently fing togetber,txborting and ad- 56. 15 
moniſhing ibemſelves murually yy grace lo their hearts, Col.z.16, 

Q. What beleeve you touching the cenſure of excom- 
munication? 

A. Thar it is to be uſed by every particular Church, 
aecording to the rules of Chrift. 

Q. How proove you this power to be in every parti- 
cular Congregation? 

A. 1. By — donation and giſt of Chiitt rhe Lord. 2 N = 
The particular Church of Corinth had rbis power, for _ p 
the negleft whereof it is reproved by the 'Apoltle.z. EV ee. 
ry particular Church bath right ro the word, Sacraments, 

2 — it ſelſe dich ate greater, and there - 
fore to this which is leſſer thea they. 

Q_ What are the rules of Chriſt for excommunication? 

A. 1 The fin thus to be cenſored muſt be ſcandalous.% 
the petſon obſtieateafter due couvict ion. & patience uſed Math. 16. 

z The Church excommanicatiog muſt be that parti- 17. 
cular congregation gathered togetber in the Nameof 1. Cr. f. 
ECbriſt , whereof the finuer is a member. M att.18, 

Q. How prove you that by the Church Math, 13. is 15.16.17, 
wot meant F-Biſhop,or Preſditery tepreſenting F body? 19. 

A. 1 Ones man candot be a Church , which as r.Cer.5.4 
Ebriſt teachetb, verſe 19. 20. muſt be company, bow 1.11. 
ſmall ſoever , gathered rogether in bis name. 

» The word there vſed never fignifieth in the Scripe 
tures + an officer or officers,excludeing the people. 

3 The Apoſtle i Cor. 5.expounds Chbri(ts meaning to 
beof the alot body come together. 

4 The Elders being publique officers , are to exerciſe 
the ſolemne workes of their office 3 and particularly the 
worke of rebukiag them that finne, openly and hefore 
the Church, both tbat otbers may feare , and the Church 
of Faith conſent to the excoOmmunication : and therefore 
cannot repreſent the Church being atually preſent. 

5 A Repreſentative Church in a caſe of Faith and con- 
ſcience withgur the conſent of the repreſented in the 
particular decree, eſtabliſhetb the popiſh dotrine of im- 1.Tim.s 
plicir Faith. : — 4 

Q. What is tt order of proceeding io this Cenſure ? . 

A. That tbe Brot ber offending privately be admoniſhed 
privately, zod after (without bis repeatance) with & 
witoefſe ot two, who may give teltimony both of tbe of- 


fence 


. Cori. 
11. 
1. Ce 16. 


9. 
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fence and admonition : and laftly « tharby the brotbet 
admoviſhing, with bis witneCes , the findet (remaining 
ebitivate, }complaior be made to the Cub. which la 
complaint alooe is ſufficient in publike offences. 

Q. What order is to bee obſerved after complaint 
thus made ? 

A. The Officers as the governoyrs of the Church, are 
by tbe Scriptures clestely ro convince 4 and ſeriouſly te 
admon:ſh and exbort tbe offender:aod upon his impeni- 
tency ( with doe convittion and patience) to decree a- 
gainft bim tbeſentence of Excommunication:and laſtly 
wi'b the peoples free couſeot to pronounce and execute 
the lame, 

” Q. How appeareth the neceffity of this ordinance ? 

A Many waice, 1 By tbe commaendewent of Chriſt, 
ang. rede of the Apeholical cburcbes, 

2 For te glory of Chiift, which is much impes 
by tbe propbanenefie of thoſe bo profefſe bis ſervice. 

3 For the bumbliog of tbefkooer,and for the falvation 
of his ſoul. 

4 To prevent the infe@ion of others. 

5 That by the zeale and boliseſſe of the Church, they 
witbour may be gayved ta the Goſpel. 

Q, How is the Church ts walke rowards a perſon ex- 
communicated ? 

A. $o as bey may make bim aſhamed by withdraws 
ivg from bim in al ſpititesli Communios , and civil ſa- 
miliarity alſo,ſo farre as may bee, without the violation 
of any natural or civil bood. 

Q_ What is to be obſerved for the churches contributiog 

A. That in tbeir publite meeting they contribute + as 
God herb proſpered them ,ro tbe publique Treaſury , by 

the Descons to be received and diſtribured , as there is 
nerd. to the relief of the poore, maintenance o the Mi- 
giftery. and other necefſary uſes of the Churth Giſt , and 
after of 0ibers alſo, as ceede requireth,. 


And wheſetver wil walk atrerding to this 
rule, peace be pon them, and mercy 
and wpen the 1ſratl of God, 
Gallard.6 16. 
Ames. 
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